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"Homework is not an optional extra, but an essential part of a good education." - 
1999 White Paper, Excellence in Schools 
 
Homework is work that is set to be done outside the timetabled curriculum. It 
contains an element of independent study in that it is not usually directly 
supervised by a teacher. It is important in raising student achievement. 
Not all homework is done at home; in fact, for some students who find it hard to 
work at home, or for some tasks which may require resources (books, software, 
equipment) more readily available at school, it is necessary or desirable to carry 
out the task at school. 
 
Homework enhances student learning, improves achievement and develops 
students' study skills and as such is an integral part of the curriculum. It 
requires careful planning and integration into the scheme of work of each 
curriculum area. 
 
It is school policy to set homework according to the school’s principles and 
criteria. 
 
The re-introduction of linear exams sees new challenges for our pupils. To meet 
these challenges and raise achievement pupils are expected to revise, review 
and recap their learning each evening.   

Teachers will plan lessons that 

* reinforce the key methods of revision. 

* model effective revision techniques. 

* include quizzes and tests to check the effectiveness of a pupils’ revision. 

  
 
Additional Learning Tasks: 
Teachers may also set short learning tasks in addition to this. These tasks will be 
set to assist in consolidating learning and to help them to prepare for 
examinations. 
 
 
Administration    Homework will be prepopulated in student planners. 
 
 
 
Sanctions 
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When it is clear that  revision, recap and review homework is not completed, 
teachers should initially support the student and ensure the tasks set meet the 
student's needs. If this is so, then sanctions should be used. Teachers receive 
support from their Faculty Leader and Senior staff. The sanctions are as follows: 
 
1. Class teacher – verbal warning and may inform parents and set detention 
2. Faculty Leader - Continued lack of homework – departmental detention of 

30 minutes.  Student may also be placed on subject report. 
 
 
Incentives 
High quality homework and a good work ethos should be sensitively praised in 
class. 
 
 
Responsibilities 
The role of the student 

• To listen to homework instructions in class.  
• To copy down instructions for the task and deadline date for any quizzes 

or tests 
• To ensure that homework is completed  
• To attempt all work and give their best.  
• To inform the class teacher of any difficulties.  

The role of the Form Tutor 
• To include homework in student mentoring where appropriate.  
• To note and respond to any comments by parents.  

The role of the Class Teacher 
The class teacher controls the direction of homework and the nature of tasks 
undertaken. 
The teacher will: 

• Set revision, recap and review homework  
• Provide the stimulus.  
• Give full and comprehensive instructions.  
• Set deadlines for completed work and ensure that they are met.   
• Provide help and support.  

 
Homework and study support facilities within the school 
Where it is particularly difficult to provide a suitable place to work at home or 
because of special needs or lack of resource material it may be more appropriate 
for the facilities at school to be used as a starting point. 
 
During the school day all students can use  
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• the school library,  
• school computer facilities  
• departmental resources as sources of material for assisting with 

homework. 
Most importantly students should discuss problems with homework with subject 
teachers, parents and form tutors before the deadline date. Students with 
special needs can also seek help from the Student Development Faculty and the 
SENCO. Homework Club runs on Monday to Thursday from the end of school 
until 4 pm.  
 
The role of the Faculty Leader & Subject Leader 

• To seek to enhance the quality of homework set.  
• To monitor and evaluate homework within their curriculum area.  

 
The role of the SLT 

• To provide staff, students and parents with the necessary homework 
documentation  

• To develop classroom practice to enhance homework across the school 
• To review annually the school homework policy  
• To monitor and evaluate the school homework policy 

 
The role of the Parents 
The role of the parent is crucial if a child is to gain success from homework. To 
reinforce its value through positive feedback will give students the confidence to 
persevere, work hard and reach high standards of achievement. 
 
Parents can assist by: 

• Providing a table, chair and a quiet place to work.  
• Negotiating with the student when homework is to be done as a student's 

free play is important too.  
• Checking the time spent on individual tasks.  
• Ensuring that outside clubs do not hamper a child's quality of work and 

put a child under undue pressure.  
• Checking presentation and content of any homework being returned to 

school.  
• Providing the school with information about any problems. 

 
Frequently Asked Questions about homework 
We have received questions and queries from parents and carers concerning a 
variety of aspects regarding homework. We have summarised these below in 
what we hope will be a helpful guide which will enable you to further support 
your son/daughter 
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‘What is my role in homework?’ 
Encouragement is a major role. Ensure that your child manages and copes with 
the workload. Sit with them. Talk to them about the tasks. If youngsters 
verbalise their learning they are more likely to retain the knowledge. 
 
‘I’m busy and don’t have time to help. What can I do?’ 
It’s not essential that you sit with them and work alongside them, but showing 
an interest is imperative. Ask them what tasks they’re undertaking tonight and 
sound enthusiastic! 
 
‘I can’t help because education has changed since I was at school. I 
don’t know what my child is taught.’ 
You can support by appearing interested in school: reading the school 
newsletter; attend parents’ evenings. Generally show an interest in school. 
Check the school website (www.aldridgeschool.org)  
 
‘I don’t know enough about a specific topic to help my child. How can I 
help?’ 
Youngsters thrive on rewards and encouragement. Maybe look at some 
information together. Help collect information. Supporting is an excellent way of 
helping. 
 
‘It’s noisy and there’s no space at home’ 
The school has a homework club which runs from 3.05 pm until 4.00 pm. There 
are also opportunities at lunchtime to complete homework in the library.   
 
‘My child doesn’t tell me about homework. What can I do?’ 
Check their planner. Ask them open questions about today’s learning at school. 
 
‘My child spends more time than is necessary on her homework.’ 
Youngsters work at different speeds. However, if they are spending inordinate 
amounts of time on tasks make a note– or simply write=’x has spent 30 minutes 
on this task’. 
The teacher will then take charge of the situation. 
 
Finally….. 
Homework is used to support classwork. It is an attempt to help youngsters 
become independent learners and more importantly form a base of good practice 
which can be built on in future years. Aldridge School regards homework as an 
integral part of the learning process.  
 


