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Spring Term 2015 
 
 
 
As parents, you will be aware, that your son/daughter has followed a condensed 
KS3 Curriculum during Years 7 and 8.  In September he/she will have the 
opportunity to begin courses which will ultimately lead to GCSE/BTEC 
exams/qualifications, taken in the Summer of 2018. 
 
Most of the subjects studied by students in Years 7 and 8 will continue to be 
available.  It is school policy that the National Curriculum subjects, English, both 
Language and Literature, Mathematics, and Science are standard GCSE.  There is 
also compulsory PE, Personal, Social, Citizenship and Careers Education.  Students 
will also undertake work related learning and enterprise education. We also now 
introduce other subjects, which students will possibly study for three years.  This 
gives students the opportunity to develop personal learning and thinking skills, 
subject specific skills, become confident students and achieve the highest possible 
grades at the end of the course in a wide variety of subject areas.  Students will 
be able to express a preference about which subjects they would like to study.   
 
The “Year 9-11 Choices” booklet has been prepared to explain the structure of the 
curriculum and to provide a brief outline of all subjects that are available for 
study.  Students will have a personalised ‘Pathway’ recommended to them.  In 
addition to this booklet, the programme of advice and guidance we have prepared 
has several other aspects which have been addressed through the PSHCE/Careers 
guidance programme.  
 
The KS4 Choices Evening will be held on 26 February 2015 with an 
information session for Scott and Daniels Houses at 7.00 pm in Goodsell 
Hall, and an information session for Barr and Linley Houses at 7.00pm in 
Whitman Hall.  Please ensure that if you are attending the evening you are 
familiar with the house that your son/daughter is attached too. 
 
On pages 2-6 there are some helpful hints that you and your son/daughter may 
like to consider when making choices, where they are available. 
 
All student preferences are carefully considered and analysed. You should be 
aware that where there are too few preferences for a subject it will be 
withdrawn.  Where there is over subscription student/parents will be consulted 
to ensure that full account is taken of a student’s aptitude, ability, potential and 
future aspirations.  
 
If you need any further information please see Mrs Morris, Deputy Headteacher or 
Mr Evans, Assistant Headteacher at the KS4 Choices Evening or contact either of 
them at school to make an appointment.  
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Welcome to KS4 Choices 
2015 
 
Choosing options is an exciting and 
thought provoking activity.  It is very 
worthwhile for students to discuss 
their preferences with their parents 
and teachers. 
 
Our curriculum is designed to give 
students the opportunities to develop 
to their fullest potential academically, 
personally and socially. 
 
We aim to provide a broad balanced 
and meaningful curriculum which is 
suited to the needs of individuals.  
Having embraced government 
initiatives we are delighted to be able 
to offer a wide range of qualifications 
including GCSE, Vocational GCSE, 
BTEC and other work related courses.  
We aim to provide clear progression 
routes to post 16 education for all 
students.   
 
This booklet contains details of the 
choices available at Aldridge School –
An Academy. 
 
Please note: completed option forms 
must be returned to form tutors by 
Thursday 12th March 2015 at the 
latest. 
 
Aldridge Pathways: 
The National Curriculum at Key Stage 
4 does permit greater flexibility of 
subject choice than at Key Stage 3. 
 
This booklet outlines the range of 
subjects available for study. 
 
The key features of our model are: 
 
• Core Subjects are compulsory. 

They include English, both 
Language and Literature, 
Mathematics, Science, P.E. 

• All GCSE subjects provide a final 
grade in the range 9-1. 

• Equivalent qualifications such as 
BTEC/Cambridge Nationals receive 
a grading of Pass, Merit or 
Distinction  

• If too few students choose a 
particular subject it may not be 
possible to provide this subject 
and students will need to 
choose an alternative.   

• Students will have a Pathway 
recommended for their option 
choices based on their prior 
performance, end of Key Stage 
targets and current progress 
indicators.   

Students can combine a mixture of 
GCSE and BTEC subjects. 
 
The grading system for GCSE 
subjects is changing. Below is a 
broad comparison table for your 
information. 
 

OLD GCSE 
GRADE 

NEW GCSE 
GRADE 

 
A* 9 

 8 
 A 7 
 A/B 6 
 B 5 
 C 4 
 D 3 
 E 2 
 F/G 1 
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Which choice?   
Frequently asked 
questions: 
 
Students may ask: 
 
Do I need to choose option 
subjects based on what I want to 
do when I leave school? 
No! The core subjects give the variety 
and breadth required.  Also a career 
choice made now may alter as you 
mature and have different 
experiences of life.  The option 
subject will further broaden your 
education and provide qualifications 
for education or training beyond 16.  
 
What if I don’t like the subject 
after doing it a few weeks? 
It goes without saying that the choice 
was an informed one based on the 
information in the booklet, listening 
to staff talks and speaking personally 
with staff which will help you to make 
the right choice.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
A parent may ask:  
 
How can I help my son/daughter 
when I know little about today’s 
courses and careers? 
You know your son/daughter better 
than anyone and so are still in the 
best position to advise, even if you 
are not familiar with the rapidly 
changing world of education.  But do 
remember these are your 
son/daughter’s preferences NOT 
yours.  
 
 
What do you mean by core 
subjects? 
These subjects are National 
Curriculum subjects which the 
government has laid down as a 
compulsory part of your 
son/daughter’s education in Years 9, 
10 and 11.  Core subjects are 
Maths, English Language and 
Literature, Science, PE. 
 
From whom can we seek advice? 
You can talk to your son/daughter’s 
form tutor and subject teachers. 
 
The KS4 Choices Evening will also 
offer parents and students the 
opportunity to speak to staff.   
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Reasons to choose a subject……..  Sensible or Silly? 
 
Scenarios for discussion which will lead to suitable decisions  
 

I like the 
teacher. 

I enjoy the 
subject. 

My best friend 
is taking the 

subject. I get good 
marks in the 

subject. 

My parents say they 
would have liked to 

have done it. 

I find it 
interesting. 

My friends say 
it is easy. 

My elder 
brother/sister 

liked the 
teacher. 

It involves 
watching lots 

of videos. 

There’s not 
much writing in 

it. 

I have found out 
that it is essential 

for a job I am  
considering. 

It involves 
getting out of 
the classroom. 

My mum/dad say 
they will be able to 

help me. 
Year 10 

recommend it. 

It involves a lot of 
coursework instead 

of exams. 

I’m going to 
choose this 
subject 
because…… 
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The right choice 
Skills for making the best decisions. 

 
Self assessment 

Ø Know your strengths and weaknesses 
Ø Know your interests and abilities 

 
Decision making 

Ø Find out the facts and where to obtain advice, know how to use the information you have 
 

People to ask 
Subject staff 

Faculty/Subject Leaders 
Careers Staff 
Form tutors 

Heads of House 
Deputy Headteacher – Mrs. Morris 
Assistant Headteacher – Mr. Evans 

Parents 
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Choose what is suitable for you, not your friends 

 
Possible progression routes  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

AS/A2 LEVELS 
At Sixth Form or 

College 

BTEC First Awards/ 
Certificates 

Eg. Business, Performing Arts 
Sport, Art & Design 

SCHOOL 

DEGREE 
At University 

NVQ LEVEL 2/3 
At Sixth Form or 
College or on a 
work placement 

NVQ LEVEL 4 
Usually at Work 

Placement 

 
EMPLOYMENT 

HNC/HND 
At University or 

College 

GCSEs 
Eg. History, 

Geography etc 

PRACTICAL 
 Eg. Mechanic, 

Construction etc. 
(by negotiation) 

BTEC NATIONAL 
At Sixth Form or College 

(Equivalent to 2/3 A 
Levels) 
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CURRICULUM MODEL Sept 2015 Year 9 
 

	 
Lister	
Pathway 
	 Darwin	Pathway 

	 
Curie	 
Pathway 
	 

Foundation	 Learning	
Pathway 

CORE 
	 
English		
6	Periods English		

6	Periods English		
4	Periods English		

6	Periods 
CORE 

	 
Maths		
4	Periods Maths		

4	Periods Maths		
4	Periods Maths		

4	Periods 
CORE 

	
Science		
5	Periods 

	
Science		
5	Periods 

	
Science		
6	Periods 

	
Science		
5	Periods 

CORE 
	 
PE		
2	Periods PE		

2	Periods PE		
2	Periods PE		

2	Periods 
 

	 	 
  

OPTION	A 	
2	Periods 	

2	Periods 
	 
	 
	
3	Periods		MFL 	

2	Periods 

OPTION	B 	
2	Periods 	

2	Periods 
	 
	 
	
2	Periods 	

2	Periods 

OPTION	C 	
2	Periods 	

2	Periods 
	 
	 
	
2	Periods 	

2	Periods 
OPTION	D 	

2	Periods 	
2	Periods 	

2	Periods 
Functional	 Skills	 Lit/	
Numeracy	
2	Periods 

	 
Notes 	 	 	 	 

	 

Compulsory		Options 
	
either	Modern	Foreign	Language	or	Humanities	subject		
(or	both) 
	 

Compulsory		Option 
	 
Either	History	 
OR	Geography 
	 
	 
	 
	 

Compulsory		Options	 
Modern	Foreign	Language	and	Humanities	subject 
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External Examinations 
 
External examination qualifications at 
KS4 are at a variety of levels: 
 
Entry Level Qualifications are 
below GCSE level and enable 
students to achieve certificates at 
either level 1, 2 or 3. 
Level 1 Qualifications will enable 
students to achieve GCSE or 
equivalent qualifications at Grades 3-
1 Foundation Learning. 
Level 2 Qualifications will enable 
students to achieve GCSE or 
equivalent qualifications at Grades 9-
4. 
 
General Certificate of Secondary 
Education (GCSE) 
Methods of assessment at GCSE may 
still vary slightly from one subject to 
another. Some courses still contain 
elements of coursework/controlled 
assessments but all courses will now 
be linear in structure, with 
examinations being taken in the 
summer of 2018. Grades available 
range from 9 (highest pass) to 1 
(lowest pass).  
 
 
BTEC Qualifications are offered in: 

• Sport 
• Health and Social Care 
• Business Studies 
• Performing Arts 
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Compulsory elements of the  
curriculum  
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ENGLISH  
The English Department offers all KS4 
students a stimulating and dynamic 
environment in which to develop 
communication and literacy skills, not 
only for the English courses of study, 
but also as a key skill to support their 
learning across the whole school 
curriculum and beyond.  
 
Across KS4, students will develop their 
reading, writing, speaking and listening 
skills and have the opportunity to study 
a range of reading material including 
novels, poetry, drama, non-fiction and 
media texts. 
 
In Year 9 students will undertake a 
series of schemes designed to bridge 
the boundary between KS3 and KS4. 
The units of work will follow familiar 
threads from KS3 but will be assessed 
using GCSE assessment strategies and 
criteria. 
 
In Years 10 and 11 all students follow a 
GCSE course in English which will lead 
to qualifications in Language and 
Literature. The awarding body is OCR. 
 
All assessment will be by public 
examinations in the Summer of Year 
11.  Details of the assessment schedule 
will be available on the school website. 
 

 
E. Marcano 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
MATHEMATICS 

The course in Mathematics is designed 
to develop and extend the work of Key 
Stage 3 studied during years 7 & 8.  It 
also offers valuable support to other 
subjects at GCSE and remains a crucial 
element for all students embarking on 
further education.  The course includes 
using and applying mathematics, 
number and algebra, geometry and 
handling data. 
 
The GCSE course will enable students 
to study the most appropriate type of 
work, supporting ‘Maths for Living’ in 
addition to more traditional elements.  
Students are taught in sets according to 
ability, and will follow a linear course 
leading to examinations at either 
Foundation tier or Higher tier.  The 
linear structure is 100% externally 
assessed and the examinations will be 
taken during the summer of year 11.  
Pupils will sit three examinations which 
are equally weighted, one of which will 
be non-calculator. 
 
Students will be assessed internally 
each half term to ensure that they are 
making the required progress towards 
their target grade.  Intervention will be 
put in place for pupils who require it 
and Maths Surgery is also available 
every Monday from 3.05 – 4.05pm.  

A. Hancox 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SCIENCE  
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At Aldridge School- An Academy, we 
are committed to providing a relevant 
and first rate Science education for all 
students, regardless of their ability or 
future aspirations.  At Key Stage 4, we 
will offer a number of courses with the 
intention of best matching the needs 
and abilities of our pupils. Each course 
will make full use of the opportunity to 
carry out practical work on a regular 
basis. 
 
The qualifications expected to be 
available are:  
 
GCSE Separate 
Sciences  
These courses offer 
a GCSE qualification 
in each of Biology, 
Chemistry and 
Physics. They 
provide an 
opportunity for 
further developing 
an understanding of the sciences, how 
science works and the study of 
elements of applied science, with 
particular relevance to the work of 
professional scientists.  
 
GCSE Combined Science  
(Double Award) 
This course results in the award of 2 
GCSEs and will offer an opportunity for 
studying key aspects of Biology, 
Chemistry and Physics but with a 
reduced content compared with 
separate sciences. 
 
Assessment 
Although the new subject specifications 
for science have yet to be published, it 
is anticipated that the move to a linear 
assessment format will mean that each 
course will be assessed by written 
exams at the end of Year 11.  

D. Key 
 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

Physical Education is a compulsory part 
of the National curriculum. Students 
will follow this programme, even if they 
have opted for GCSE PE or BTEC Sport. 
The Key Stage 4 core PE programme of 
study aims to develop competence in a 
wide range of physical activities. The 
curriculum is designed to develop 
personal fitness and encourage pupils 
to lead an active and healthy lifestyle. 
If pupils show an interest in Leadership 
there is the opportunity to take a 
Sports Leaders Level one qualification 
in year 10. In year 11 pupils are given 
time to specialise further and develop 
their technique, tactical awareness and 
physical prowess in a competitive 
environment.   

F. Nicholls 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PERSONAL, SOCIAL, HEALTH AND 
CITIZENSHIP EDUCATION (PSHCE) 
PSHCE at KS4 helps students to lead 
confident, healthy lives as individuals 
and members of society.  Through their 
work in form time and a wide range of 
activities across and beyond the 
curriculum, students will gain practical 
knowledge and skills to help them live 
healthily and deal with the spiritual, 
moral, social and cultural issues they 
face as they approach adulthood.  
 
PSHCE gives students opportunities to 
reflect on their experiences and how 
they are developing.  It helps them to 
understand and manage responsibly a 
wider range of relationships as they 
mature, and to show respect for the 
diversity of, and differences between 
people.  It also develops students’ well 
being and self-esteem, encourage belief 
in their ability to succeed and enable 
them to take responsibility for their 
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learning and future choice of courses 
and career.  To highlight the 
importance of the Every Child Matters 
Agenda,  Aldridge School – An 
Academy, has made clear links between 
the PSHCE Scheme of Work and the 
Every Child Matters Outcomes 
Framework, which is in addition to the 
coverage provided by both the formal 
and informal curriculum.  
  
PSHCE with Citizenship aims to provide 
students with the knowledge, skills and 
understanding to become informed 
citizens, who are aware of their rights, 
responsibilities and duties and human 
rights. The importance of voting, the 
justice system and the role of national 
and local government are also covered.  

P. Evans 
 
CAREERS EDUCATION, 
INFORMATION, ADVICE AND 
GUIDANCE IN YEARS 9, 10 AND 11 
Every year group follows a careers 
education programme which aims to 
raise aspirations and provide all 
students with a better understanding of 
how to achieve their goals. Throughout 
the year, speakers from different 
organisations will come in to provide 
the students with careers information 
and advice. At key milestones the 
CEIAG team will provide support, 
advice and guidance to ensure realistic 
and informed decisions are made. 
CEIAG is also delivered through the 
Personal and Social Education 
Programme and through Education 
Business Services Ltd, which gained the 
accredited national Matrix Award for 
careers guidance and advice in 2012.  
Year 8  
During Year 8 students will experience 
careers education through their PSHCE 
programme. This includes setting 
targets for the future and investigating 
the nature of work. Form and subject 
teachers will also be on hand to support 
students through the options process.  

 
Year 9 
During Year 9 students will experience 
careers education through their PSHCE 
programme. This includes relating 
personal skills, strengths and attributes 
to job opportunities. It also supports 
students to develop flexible career 
plans for the future.   
 
Years 10 and 11 
During Year 10 and 11 each student will 
have access to individual careers 
interviews. Our accredited careers 
advisor is on site for the majority of the 
school week and appointments can be 
made via email. This address can be 
found on the school website. Each 
student will complete the 'Smart 
Choices' programme over the course of  
years 10 and 11 that involves careers 
interviews, opportunities to meet with 
employers and a number of careers 
related workshops. We also offer 
Apprenticeship Vacancy Days at the 
end of Y11 for those not wanting to 
attend sixth form or college. Students 
and parents can access further 
information using the careers tab on 
the school website or via the Careers 
Zone and CEIAG pages on Frog.  
 
In addition, students enjoy a 
comprehensive programme of work-
related learning and enterprise events 
that develop employability skills and 
give insight into different careers. 
These include events such as an 
‘Aspirations Day’ and 'Tomorrow's 
Engineers'.                    

J. Fairclough 
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Making the choice  
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GCSE ART  
AND  
DESIGN 
The course 
requires 
students to 
complete 2 units 
of work for 
assessment: 
Unit 1:   Art and Design Portfolio  
             (60% of overall grade) 
Unit 2: Art and Design OCR-set task       
    (40% of overall grade) 
 
Unit 1 
Students will produce a portfolio of 
work demonstrating a personal 
response related to a starting point set 
by their teacher. Their portfolio will 
contain evidence of experimentation of 
a wide range of techniques, from 
traditional drawing and painting 
techniques through to photography and 
the use of digital media and processes. 
There will also be the opportunity for 
students to produce 3D work. They will 
study the work of relevant artists to 
assist with inspiring their own exciting 
ideas and will be required to explain 
this throughout their unit of work. The 
portfolio produced will support a final 
outcome(s) where the students have 
chance to explore an area of Art and 
Design of their choice, drawing on 
experiences and techniques gained 
throughout the project. 
 
Unit 2 
Students will complete an OCR-set task 
from a choice of questions. They will 
select one of these and produce a body 
of work linked to their chosen question. 
The work will be completed over a 
number of weeks and will lead to a final 
outcome. The final outcome is produced 
over a 10 hour period in controlled 
conditions. In essence, they will be 
expected to produce their own portfolio 
of work, showing evidence of research 

and planning and development which 
will support their final outcome.  
 
The course offers a suitable pathway to 
further education including BTEC and A 
Level courses, as well as direct 
employment. 
 
Both units are internally assessed and 
externally moderated. 
 
 

J. Lowe 
 
 
 
 
GCSE BUSINESS  
STUDIES 
Why not consider a 
subject that is 
successful and 
relevant to your future 
work-life? No matter 
where your future life 
leads you will be glad 
that you have gained an understanding 
of business, as a customer, an owner 
and as an employee. There are visits to 
real-life organisations, an investigation 
into the local area to set up your own 
business idea and also a day of 
practical activities where you put your 
learning into practice.  
 
Topics Covered  
Year 9 will start by investigating 
different ways a business can be 
owned. You will then study marketing 
and finance. In year 10 you will go on 
to study the different roles in business, 
production and the effect the external 
environment has on businesses. There 
will be practical lessons as well as 
theory, where you will run a production 
line, carry out interviews, promote a 
business. 

 
Assessment  
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At the end of Year 10 you will 
investigate the local area and prepare a 
business idea. This will be 6 weeks of 
research and preparation followed by 3 
hours of analysis and evaluation in 
controlled conditions in class, for 25% 
of the final mark.  

At the end of the course in Year 11, you 
will sit a 2 hour examination paper for 
the other 75% of the marks. There is 
just one paper that covers the whole 
range of GCSE grades. 

Course Progression/ Opportunities 
Students who succeed on this course 
may progress on to the highly achieving 
AS and A level courses in Business 
Studies at Aldridge Sixth Form.  
 
This course will help prepare for careers 
in administration, retail, banking, 
accounting, public relations, marketing, 
travel and tourism, the legal profession 
and many more. Many of our students 
continue to University to study Business 
Studies, Law, Marketing and Human 
Resources. 
 
 
EDEXCEL BTEC LEVEL 1/2  
FIRST AWARD IN BUSINESS 
This is a practical Business Studies 
course which gives students the 
opportunity to gain a qualification which 
is a GCSE equivalent. 
 
The course aims to: 

• Prepare students for progression 
to further training in the business 
sectors. 

• Prepare students for progression 
to further academic or vocational 
education.  A  level 2 First Award 
in Business is a solid foundation 
for BTEC Nationals and A Level  
Business Studies. 

• Increase students’ knowledge and 
understanding of Business Studies 
through a more practical type of 

course.  Visits to local industry 
and places of entertainment will 
be included in the course. 

• Promote a critical and analytical 
approach to problem solving 
within a practical business 
context. 

• Allow students to take some 
control of their learning and 
development. 

 
The course is based around four units 
which are assessed by coursework and 
an external online test. Units include: 

1. Enterprise in the Business World  
(coursework) 

2. Finance for Business       
(on-line exam) 

3. Principals of Customer Service 
(coursework) 

4. Recruitment, Selection and   
Employment (coursework) 

 
The course involves students 
undertaking work-related visits, 
interviewing business people and using 
secondary sources such as books and 
the internet for research.  The course 
will substantially improve ICT skills as 
research will be processed, analysed 
and written up using the school’s 
computer system. 

S. Bowyer 
 

 
CITIZENSHIP STUDIES 
This course is about the 
modern world in which 
we all live and function 
and allows students to 
investigate topical 
Citizenship issues and 
concepts. You will be 
able to contribute to 
debates on the 
challenges facing 
society involving a wide range of 
political, social and ethical ideas at a 
local, national and international level. 
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The course is diverse and builds upon 
knowledge gained through personal life 
experience, whilst also using 
information gained in History and 
Geography. 
 
If you are interested in the world 
and people, then this is the subject 
for you. 
There are four units to be completed 
across the three years of study. The 
two examination units are worth 40% 
and the two controlled assessments, 
which are based on participation and 
group work are worth 60% of the 
overall GCSE grade. 
Unit 1 – Examination Unit 
Three themes are studied: 

• Roles, Rights and Responsibilities 
• Power, Politics and the Media 
• The Global Community 

 
Unit 2 – Controlled Assessment 
Students are required to investigate a 
Citizenship issue and evaluate different 
viewpoints discovered. Action then 
needs to be taken to address the 
Citizenship issue and an evaluation 
undertaken of the impact their action 
has had. A controlled assessment is 
then completed which records the 
details and findings of the action they 
were involved in. 
 
Unit 3 – Examination Unit 
A choice of one of the following three 
modules is studied in depth: 

• Environmental change and 
sustainable development 

• Changing communities 
• Influencing and changing 

decisions in society and 
government 

 
 
 
Unit 4 – Controlled Assessment 
Students will plan and run a campaign, 
either at a local or national level, to 
raise awareness of and influence a 

community about a citizenship issue. 
This will then be written up as a 
controlled assessment. 
 
What is Citizenship useful for? 
Besides developing an understanding of 
the functions of the modern world, 
transferable skills are also developed 
that are invaluable for later life. Being 
able to see issues from different 
perspectives will always help you 
understand fully what is going on 
around you and the range of activities 
will help develop your group work skills 
and appreciate the benefits of good 
team work. 
 
What can you do after GCSE 
Citizenship Studies? 
Aldridge School – An Academy currently 
offers A Levels in a number of 
Humanities subjects that will build on 
the knowledge and skills acquired from 
the GCSE course.  
 
Who will be suited to studying 
Citizenship? 
Students who choose this course will 
need to be extremely well organised 
and self motivated as the course 
requires students to be active in 
communities. Students will need a 
flexible approach to study the wide 
range of issues covered and the ability 
to use the information which has been 
learned. 

S. Parton 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CLASSICAL CIVILISATION  
The History Department offers a GCSE 
in Classical Civilisations.  This course is 
designed to offer students an insight 
into the world of Ancient Greece and 
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focuses on different cultures, societies 
and histories.  
 
It should be noted that this isn’t just a 
re-telling of the many myths and 
legends that exist but rather an 
historical study of human society and 
the development of the political world 
as we know it today.  
 
The course is divided into four topics: 
 
Unit 1: The Mycenaean World  
Travel back to 1400BC to the first 
superpower of the Greek world; the 
Mycenaeans. Focusing on 
archaeological evidence, we will 
uncover the wonders of these early 
Greek people and get a glimpse into life 
before the Dark Ages. 
 
Unit 2: Athens and Sparta 
In this unit we will compare and 
contrast the rise of the ‘superstates’ of 
Athens and Sparta. We will uncover the 
strange militaristic life of the Spartans 
against the more philosophical and 
cultural Athenians. 
 
Unit 3: Herodotus, the Persian Wars 
Here we will study Xerxes’ invasion of 
Greece and examine his motives, the 
advice he received before setting off, 
his preparations, the course of his 
journey and the battles of 
Thermopylae, Artemisium and Salamis. 
Students will analyse the personalities 
of Xerxes and Themistocles and assess 
Herodotus’ aims and methods as an 
historian. 
 
 
 
Unit 4: Athenian Democracy 
In this unit students will study the 
methods by which the Athenians 
governed themselves during the latter 
part of the 5th century BC. We will look 
at the development of democracy and 

the implications this had for the 
Athenians.  

R. Neal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
COMPUTER SCIENCE/ICT 
With society now using technology in 
different ways, we offer two courses at 
Key Stage 4.  
 
GCSE Computing 
It is important that future generations 
are gearing themselves up for a 
technology driven market that they will 
be living in and an important part of 
this is young people gaining some 
understanding of how the everyday 
technology they use works and how it is 
programmed. 
 
Through this course students will: 
• Develop an understanding of current 

and emerging technologies and how 
they work. 

• Look at the use of algorithms in 
computer programs; 

• Become independent and discerning 
users of IT. 

• Acquire and apply creative and 
technical skills, knowledge and 
understanding of IT in a range of 
contexts. 

• Develop computer programs to solve 
problems. 

• Evaluate the effectiveness of 
computer programs/solutions and 
the impact of computer technology. 

 
Assessment for this course will consist 
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of a mixture of terminal examination 
and controlled assessment. 
 
Cambridge Nationals in ICT  
This course has been developed to 
provide students with an introduction to 
the skills, knowledge and 
understanding required to prepare 
them for work in the Information and 
Communication Technology sector.  It 
has also been designed to help them 
develop their personal skills in the 
areas of planning, communication and 
problem solving. 
 
Students complete four units of work.   

• Understanding Computer 
systems is assessed through 
external examination and is 
worth 25% of the course.  The 
remaining 75% is equally 
weighted in three coursework 
based units that will be internally 
assessed and externally 
moderated.  	

• Using ICT to Create Business 
Solutions 	

• Creating an Interactive 
Product using Multimedia 
Components 	

• Creating Dynamic Products 
Using Sound and Vision.	

  
Students completing this course will 
attain a vocationally 
related qualification that is equivalent 
to one GCSE. 

A.Noakes 
 
 
 
 
 
DESIGN AND 
TECHNOLOGY 
Design and Technology 
GCSE 
 
The GCSE Design and 
Technology course will 

engage students in real life design 
situations  developing skills valued by 
both employers and further education. 
Students will build on the knowledge 
gained at KS3. They will develop a 
critical understanding of a wide range 
of technologies and how this, coupled 
with high quality design, impacts on 
creativity, culture, sustainability and 
the well-being of society and the wider 
world. Students will develop a wide 
range of skills including research, 
investigation, drawing, modelling, 
prototype production, and evaluation. 
They will experience a wide range of 
equipment and manufacturing 
processes to produce their products. 
 
Students will study all areas of the 
design process from the analysis of 
client briefs, specifications, research, 
designing through to making. They will 
learn about manufacturing processes by 
analysing existing products. They will 
practise a wide range of making 
techniques to gain essential 
manufacturing skills. Students will then 
use this knowledge to produce products 
to the highest quality specification. 
 
Students will have the choice to study 
in one of the following areas of 
interest:- 
• Resistant Materials 
• Textiles  
• Graphics 
 
In all areas, students are required to 
use a variety of ICT programs to 
enhance completion of their project 
work. There is opportunity to use 
computer aided design and 

manufacture which are valued 
employee skills. 
 
 
COOKING AND NUTRICIAN 
GCSE 
Students will use a range of 
practical cooking techniques to 
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prepare and cook food healthily thus 
gaining vital life skills to feed 
themselves and others affordably and 
nutritiously. They will be encouraged to 
be creative with opportunities to modify 
existing recipes to improve both 
nutritional profile and sensory 
properties. The course promotes 
independent thinking, forward planning 
and organisational skills. Students will 
gain a greater understanding of the 
working characteristics, chemical 
processes, functional properties and of 
the nutritional content of food and 
drink. They will investigate the 
relationship between diet, nutrition and 
health, including the physiological and 
psychological effects of poor diet and 
health. They will develop an 
understanding of and enjoyment of 
both British and International cuisines 
and the influences that have shaped 
their evolution. 

S.Collins 
 
 
GCSE DRAMA:  
This course suits 
those who are 
willing to “have a 
go” and to try 
something new, 
who enjoy working 
in a team and wish 
to develop and 
learn 
professionalism.   
This is an exciting GCSE which has a 
wholly practical approach to Drama.  It 
consists of three Units which are all 
performance based.  There are no 
written exams in this subject. 
 
POSSIBLE CAREER PROGRESSION: 
Drama is a subject that both presents 
career opportunities and personal 
development skills.  In terms of career 
development, Drama can lead into 
acting; directing; costume design; 
make up design; lighting and stage 

management.  In terms of personal 
development, Drama builds team skills, 
presentational skills, vocal projection 
and confidence. 
 
HOW IS IT TAUGHT? 
We have two dedicated Drama Studios 
which are equipped with stage lighting, 
costumes and props.  The GCSE Course 
is structured so that each lesson is a 
practical exploration of either script or 
stimulus using dramatic techniques and 
then students are expected to produce 
a brief written reflection on the 
activities that they worked on. 
 
Unit 1:  is concerned with the use of 
drama to explore ideas and issues in 
response to stimulus material.  
Students will devise their own drama 
based on the exploration of a theme, 
topic or issue.  They are expected to 
document their explorations and reflect 
on their practical work.  This unit is 
worth 30% of the GCSE and is assessed 
internally. 
 
Unit 2:  involves exploring play texts.  
The purpose is to enable students to 
develop knowledge and understanding 
of the ways in which playwrights, 
performers and directors use the 
medium of drama to communicate their 
ideas to an audience.  Students will 
explore the play text practically and 
document their reflections on the work.  
This unit also consists of a visit to a 
Theatre to see a live performance and 
students are expected to write an 
analysis and evaluation of the 
performance seen.  This unit is worth 
30% of the GCSE and is assessed 
internally. 
Unit 3:  is an externally assessed 
practical examination of a group 
performance.  The task is set by 
Edexcel on a theme and students are 
expected to create a performance 
based on a stimulus or a play text.  
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This unit is worth 40% of the GCSE and 
is externally assessed. 

K. Irving 
 
 
ECONOMICS  
The Business 
Studies 
Department 
offers a GCSE 
in Economics. 
The aim of this 
course is to 
allow students 
to develop 
knowledge and understanding of 
market and non market solutions to 
economic problems, and an 
appreciation of the interdependence 
and dynamics of economic behaviour.   
 
Topics include: 
1. The economic problem.  (Human 

greed and the allocation of scarce 
resources).  

2. The competitive market. (E.g. Why 
does Wayne Rooney get paid so 
much? How does Microsoft’s 
monopoly affect us all?). 

3. The economic role of the 
government.  (How and why does 
the government make its decisions 
and the impact on the economy as 
a whole?). 

4. The European and International 
setting.  (The bigger picture in 
Economics; e.g. how Nike operates 
in several countries and the power 
it may have on smaller countries). 

Assessment 
The course is assessed by 3 
examination papers: 

Paper 1 – How the market works  
(Micro Economics)  
Paper 2 – The National Economy  
(Macro Economics)  
Paper 3 – The International Economy 
based on a pre-released case study. 

 

Economics is the course that “keeps all 
doors open”.  It is a highly respected, 
academic subject which is recognised 
by all major universities.   
Economics provides students with the 
opportunity to develop logical thinking 
and evaluative skills which are highly 
regarded in further/higher education.  

      A. Freer 
 
 
FRENCH & GERMAN  
(first and/or second  
foreign language) 
A GCSE in a Modern Foreign Language 
gives a sound base to develop language 
skills required for work, leisure and 
further study.  It is a core subject in 
the English Baccalaureate, and a highly 
valued qualification recognised by 
prospective employers and institutions 
of Higher Education, particularly the 
Russell Group of the 20 most 
prestigious universities.  
 
Languages skills are valued by many 
employers who are keen to 
communicate effectively with expanding 
markets.  Within local or European 
government there are many 
employment prospects for those who 
can speak and write to European 
partners in their own language. The 
relevance of the subject is further 
reflected in the increasing number of 
courses in Higher Education which 
include a foreign language component, 
for example in Science, Engineering, 
Law, Economics and Humanities. Whilst 
students may be undecided about their 
career path, the knowledge of a 
modern foreign language offers great 
flexibility.  
 
The GCSE course builds on the work 
covered in Key Stage 3. Throughout the 
three year course students will 
experience a variety of approaches and 
activities which are designed to 
increase their confidence in their 
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understanding and use of 
French/German.  Students will learn 
about the target language speaking 
cultures through the use of authentic 
literature, video or audio materials, and 
study a range of topics including: 
  
1. Identity and culture, lifestyle, values 
and beliefs 
2. Environment, local, international and 
global areas of interest  
3. Current and future study and 
employment  
 
Students will practise and be assessed 
in four key skills: 

• Listening 
• Speaking 
• Reading  
• Writing 
  

Students will sit a reading, listening and 
writing examination at the end of Year 
11, with translation tasks being 
included as part of the reading and 
writing exam. Speaking skills will be 
assessed by the teacher in a non-exam 
assessment.  Each skill is given equal 
importance and contributes 25% to the 
overall grade. 
 
A GCSE in French/German is an 
extremely valuable qualification which 
will be useful in many walks of life, as 
well as being lots of fun.   

D. Lund 
 
 
GEOGRAPHY 
Geography provides the opportunity for 
students to understand more about the 
world, the challenges it faces and their 
place within it. The GCSE course will 
deepen understanding of geographical 
processes, illuminate the impact of 
change and of complex people –
environment interactions, highlight the 
dynamic links and interrelationships 
between places and environments at 
different scales, and develop students’ 

competence in using a wide range of 
geographical investigative skills and 
approaches. Geography enables young 
people to become globally and 
environmentally informed and 
thoughtful, enquiring citizens. 
 
Geography is well respected by 
employers and is regarded as an 
excellent subject for a wide variety of 
jobs and careers.  These include those 
with an obvious geographical 
connection such as meteorology, 
cartography and planning, as well as 
transport, land and water management, 
sustainability, environmental 
consultancy, development, tourism, 
conservation and the armed forces. It is 
inevitable that some aspects of the 
subject will be used throughout life. As 
well as developing the normal learning 
skills, Geography is concerned with the 
collation, processing and analysis of 
data.  It is often these skills which 
make many employers interested in a 
qualification in Geography. 
 
The GCSE course develops naturally 
from the work of key stage 3, allowing 
students to acquire new skills and 
values whilst building upon those 
already learnt.  The GCSE course 
provides a firm foundation for the AS 
and A2 levels offered in the Sixth Form. 
 
All GCSEs including GCSE Geography 
are undergoing a radical overhaul by 
the current government; as a result the 
specification is flexible at present. 
However, there are certain elements 
that have already been announced that 
your child will be studying during the 
course. 
 
Scope of study: GCSE Geography 
requires students to extend their local 
knowledge and to develop competence 
in maps, fieldwork and geographical 
skills as they study the content of the 
following four areas of geography: 
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• Place: processes and 

relationships – including 
geography of the UK and the rest 
of the world 

• Physical geography: 
processes and change – 
including geomorphic processes 
and landscaping; and changing 
weather and climate 

• People and environment: 
processes and interactions – 
including global ecosystems and 
biodiversity; and resources and 
their management 

• Human geography: process 
and change – including cities 
and urban society; and global 
economic development issues. 

 
Different approaches to fieldwork are 
undertaken in at least two contrasting 
environments and involve the collection 
of primary physical and human data. 
Fieldwork will be assessed through 
examination only, assessing students’ 
own experiences of fieldwork as well as 
assessing fieldwork in an unfamiliar 
context. It will comprise 15% of the 
total assessment weighting (of which 
5% is allocated to skills and 10% 
allocated to application). 

E. Micklewright 
 
 
 
GCSE HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE  
This course gives students the 
opportunity to: 
• Engage in the processes of Health 

and Social Care in order to develop 
as effective independent students. 

• Understand aspects of personal 
development, the health and social 
care and early years’ sectors 
through investigation and evaluation 
of a range of services and 
organisations.   

• Develop a critical and analytical 
approach to problem solving within 

health and social care and early 
years sectors. 

• Examine issues which affect the 
nature and quality of human life 
including an appreciation of diversity 
and cultural issues.  

 
Unit 1: Understanding Personal 
Development and Relationships 
This is externally assessed through a 1 
hour 15 minute written examination.  It 
helps you understand how people grow 
and develop, as well as personal 
relationships people have during their 
lives.  You will explore how people grow 
and develop from birth, through to later 
adulthood.  This knowledge will help 
you understand others and help you 
understand yourself. 
 
Unit 2: Exploring Heath and Social 
Care and Early Years’ Provision.   
This is internally assessed under 
controlled conditions.  You will produce 
one report which will be based on an 
investigation of the needs of one 
service user or how these needs are 
met by service providers and care 
practitioners.  This unit investigates the 
needs of one person and how health, 
social care and early years 
organisations meets those needs.  You 
will select the person you study and 
conduct your own research.  
 
BTEC FIRST AWARD (LEVEL 2) IN 
HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE 

• The course is graded at Level 2 
Pass, Merit, Distinction and 
Distinction*.   

• External assessment is up to 25% 
of the qualification. 

• It presents knowledge in a work-
related context. It gives students 
the opportunity to develop and 
apply skills in English and 
Mathematics.  

 
This course includes 2 core  
units below and 2 other units: 
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Unit 1: Human Lifespan 
Development 
This is externally assessed through a 
one hour examination.  It provides you 
with the opportunity to explore human 
growth and development throughout 
our lives and to investigate the factors 
that affect this.  You will also explore 
how these factors interrelate across the 
life stages.  You will gain an 
understanding of lifespan development 
which is essential when working in this 
area.   
 
Unit 2: Health and Social Care 
Values 
This unit is internally assessed and will 
prepare you for a career in any area of 
health and social care.  The values may 
be applied to daily life and underpin 
current practice.  You will investigate 
ways of empowering individuals who 
use health and social care services. 
 
Career and educational pathways 
BTEC courses are ideal preparation for 
progression to more detailed study of 
health, social care and early years.  
This could be an A Level course or a 
BTEC National qualification for example.  
Some students may progress to 
working or training in a specialised area 
within health, social care and early 
years’ field.   
 
This qualification is ideal for those 
thinking of a career in nursing, 
midwifery, primary and secondary 
teaching, social work, psychology, 
police and prison work, 
counselling and other job 
roles within the NHS such 
as being a paramedic and 
associative jobs within the 
education sector. 

L. Gleadall 
 
 
 

HISTORY  
GCSE History is an exciting, challenging 
and rewarding subject.  It equips 
students with crucial skills such as the 
ability to think critically as well as to 
come to their own reasoned judgments. 
Students will be able to make more 
sense of the world around them by the 
study of past events.  History is highly 
valued by both universities and 
employers.  
 
All GCSEs including GCSE History are 
undergoing a radical overhaul by the 
current government, as a result the 
specification is flexible at present. 
 
However, there are certain elements 
that have already been announced that 
your child will be studying during the 
course. 
 
Year 9 
For the first year we will be looking at 
developing the necessary skills required 
to be successful at GCSE History. In 
order to facilitate this we will study 
“Medicine Through Time.”  
 
This course enables students to 
demonstrate knowledge and 
understanding of: 
•  The key individuals, societies, 
events and issues within the 
development of medicine. 
•  The key features and 
characteristics of the periods together 
with the social, cultural, religious and 
ethnic diversities of the societies 
studied and the experiences of people 
in these societies. 
•  Change and continuity over a 
large period of time and be able to 
understand of the process of change, 
both long-term and short-term. 
• The impact of various factors and 
themes across a large period of time 
e.g. the role of warfare, key individuals 
and religion. 
 

L. Gleadall 
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The skills that your child will gain 
during this initial module will be a key 
attribute in accessing the new GCSE 
specification. 
 
Year 10 and 11 
In Years 10 and 11 the areas that the 
GCSE specification must cover, will 
include History: 
 
From three Eras 
• Medieval (500-1500)  
• Early Modern (1450-1750) 
• Modern (1700-present day)  

 
On three Time Scales 
• Short (depth study)  
• Medium (period study of at least 50 

years)  
• Long (thematic study)  
 
On three Geographical Contexts: 
Students will study a site of historical 
importance and evaluate its impact on: 
• The locality (the historic 

environment) 
• British and European settings  
• Wider world settings  

 
British history must form a minimum of 
40% of the assessed content over the 
full course.  

A.Kolaric 

 
MEDIA STUDIES 
This stimulating and challenging course 
enables students to develop more 
awareness of the media world which is 
all around us.  It combines a theoretical 
and analytical study of the media with 

the practical creation of a variety of 
media texts. 
During the course students will study 
from a range of media forms including 
film, TV, radio, magazines, comics, 
newspapers and e-media.  
 
In Year 9 students will study the “codes 
and conventions” of the media, that is 
how the different types of media use 
images, words, sound and technical 
tools to produce texts that convey 
meaning to an audience.  As they move 
into Year 10 they will move into the 
assessment phase of the course, when 
they will produce coursework related to 
comic, film and magazine. 
 
 
The assessment schedule is as follows: 
Coursework: 
Unit 2:  Understanding the Media 
Year 10 
Three units of assessment covering 
three different media forms -90 marks 
(60%) 
 
Examination:   
Unit 1: Investigating the Media 
Year 11 
Written Paper of 1 hour 30 mins –  
60 marks – 40% 
External Assessment based on a pre-
released topic. The exam is split into 
four sections covering a range of media 
platforms. This is a single award GCSE 
which allows all students to across the 
range of grades. 

R. Patel 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
MUSIC 
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GCSE Music is about making music 
and listening to music. It covers 
performing, composing and listening 
in a wide variety of musical styles. 
Students can choose to focus upon 
their own instrument or use music 
technology for performing and 
composing. 
 
Students will enjoy the course if they 
want to study a subject which 
involves 

• Performing on their own 
instrument or singing 

• Listening to all styles of music 
• Composing or arranging their 

own music 
• Using computers to compose 

and perform 
• Performing with others  

 
The course develops students’ 
knowledge of their own instrument 
(or voice) for performance and of 
other instruments to aid composition. 
They will study a wide range of 
musical styles including dance styles, 
jazz, pop and rock, music for film, 
classical and many more. Students 
can compose and perform in any 
appropriate musical style. 
 
As well as covering music at GCSE the 
course will help to develop ICT skills 
which could be useful to students in 
later life. Studying Music helps to 
develop key skills such as working 
with others, group leadership and 
communication skills. 
 
The assessment for the course is: 
• Two compositions (coursework) 
• Two performances (coursework) 
• Listening (examination) 
• Creative composing task 

(examination) 
 
 

N.B. 
Students wishing to continue their 
musical studies must choose a music 
subject as this is not offered as part 
of the Performing Arts option. 
Students wishing to choose drama 
performance should choose the 
Performing Arts option. 
 

N. Turner 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BTEC FIRST PERFORMING ARTS 
(ACTING)  
Description 
A BTEC First Award is a practical, work-
related theatre course.  You learn by 
completing projects and three 
assignments that are based on realistic 
workplace situations, activities and 
demands. 

It introduces you to the employment 
area you could choose and provides a 
good basis to go on to a more 
advanced work-related performing arts 
or drama qualification. 

The BTEC Level 2 is equivalent to one 
GCSE. Students should be aware that 
some after-school rehearsals take place 
that will require students to give up 
some of their time. 

Content of the Course 

The course comprises of three units: 
two core units and one specialist unit.  
The specialist unit enables you to study 
a particular area in more depth. 
The two core units are:           

Individual Showcase (Externally 
assessed and worth 25% of the total 
mark) 
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Under controlled conditions students 
will be required to:  

• write a 2 hour Audition Letter of 
Application and  

• perform a solo Audition piece of 
two contrasting Monologues 
based on a theme set by Edexcel 

Preparation, performance and 
production (Internally assessed) 
Students need to: 

• rehearse and perform a piece of 
theatre to a live audience and  

• maintain an assignment folder  

The third specialist unit is:      

Acting skills (internally assessed) 

Students need to: 
• rehearse and perform to a live 

audience  

• take part in ‘acting workshops’ 
which develop their vocal and 
movement skills 

• focus on developing their 
practical, physical and mental 
acting skills and  

• maintain an assignment folder  

Each unit is assessed/marked 
separately on its completion.  At the 
end of the two year course, all three 
unit grades/marks are tabulated in 
order to award the students final grade 
for the qualification which will either be 
at a  

• Distinction*  
• Distinction  
• Merit  
• Pass.  

 

What can I do at the end of the 
course? 

With further training or study, students 
go into careers in the Performing Arts 

industry, such as acting, theatre, 
dance, entertainment or film/television. 

K. Irving 
 
 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
The PE Department offers two courses 
at Key Stage 4. Both courses aim to 
provide students with exciting 
opportunities to lead a healthy and 
active lifestyle and improve their 
theoretical understanding of Sports and 
Physical Activity.  It is envisaged that 
the students will enjoy participation and 
be interested in improving their 
knowledge of Sport. Both courses 
provide students with a qualification 
that enhances their prospects and will 
be a credible route to post 16 courses. 
The two courses offered are: BTEC 
Level 2 First Award in Sport and GCSE 
Physical Education. It is important to 
emphasise that students will be placed 
on the most appropriate course by PE 
staff. 
GCSE Physical Education  
GCSE Physical Education requires 
students to study a range of theoretical 
and practical content. The theoretical 
side of the 
course is 
assessed by a 
written 
examination 
and includes 
the following topics: 
 

• Applied anatomy and physiology 
• Movement analysis 
• Physical Training 
• Sports Psychology 
• Health fitness and wellbeing 
• Socio-cultural influences 

 
The practical element of the course will 
require students to be assessed in at 
least two different activities in the role 
of a player/performer. It is essential 
that pupils regularly participate in sport 
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outside of school and represent school 
teams. Pupils will need to demonstrate 
a good level of physical fitness and be 
able to apply the appropriate 
techniques, strategies and tactics when 
performing.  
 
 
BTEC LEVEL 2 FIRST AWARD IN 
SPORT  
Students who study the BTEC level 2 
First Award in Sport will be required to 
complete four units of work. There are 
two core units and two additional 
specialised units. The core units focus 
on Fitness for Sport and exercise and 
Practical Sport. The additional units are 
chosen from: 
 

• The Mind and Sports 
Performance 

• The Sports Performer in Action 
• Training for Personal Fitness 
• Leading Sports Activities 

 
The Fitness for Sport and exercise unit 
is assessed in a 1hour online 
examination. All other units are 
assessed via coursework, which is 
ongoing throughout the 3-year period.  
 

F. Nicholls 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
PHILOSOPHY AND ETHICS 
“Why choose  
Philosophy and Ethics?,  
I don’t want to be a Vicar!” 
 
Philosophy and Ethics is a very highly 
regarded qualification by schools, 
colleges, universities and future 
employers. It is an excellent foundation 
for degrees based on Humanities, the 
Arts, Sciences, Law and English. 

Students who study this subject have a 
range of future job prospects opened to 
them including, the police, the armed 
forces, social work, nursing and 
journalism.  
Philosophy and Ethics is a subject that 
engages and stimulates the minds of 
young people. We study a range of 
topics, including abortion, cloning, 
divorce, war, the environment, animal 
rights, sexism and racism alongside 
beliefs about deity, religious and 
spiritual experience. Religion is in the 
news and the community on a daily 
basis, therefore students become aware 
and capable of understanding the world 
they live in and the people they live 
alongside.  

Christianity – students will study 
ethical issues from a mainly Christian 
perspective and views from its different 
denominations. This includes Christian 
Perspectives on Personal, Social and 
World Issues. For example, love, family 
roles and how we make moral 
decisions.  
This OCR Full Course option will give 
students the opportunity to explore and 
reflect on questions about existence 
and morality. Students will develop 
their thinking and analytical skills and 
evaluate their own and others’ ideas on 
philosophical and moral issues.  

All GCSEs, including Philosophy and 
Ethics are undergoing a radical 
overhaul, and as a result the 
specification is flexible. 
 
In lessons students are encouraged to - 

• Adopt an enquiring, critical and 
reflective approach to the study 
of philosophy, ethics and religion.  

• Explore religions and beliefs, 
reflect on fundamental questions, 
engage with them intellectually 
and respond personally.  

• Enhance their personal, social and 
cultural development, their 
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understanding of different 
cultures locally, nationally and in 
the wider world and to contribute 
to social and community 
cohesion.  

• Reflect on and develop their own 
values, opinions and attitudes in 
light of their learning.  

• Identify, investigate and respond 
to fundamental questions of 
life raised by religion and human 
experience, including questions 
about the meaning and purpose 
of life 

 
Examination 
The GCSE is purely assessed by written 
examination, therefore there is no 
coursework.  
 
Philosophy and Ethics is equally 
accessible to students that have a faith 
and to those that have none. 

B. Larkin 
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PSHCE Overview Year 10 

	 Autumn	1	 Autumn	2	 Spring	1	 Spring	2	 Summer	1	 Summer	2	
Year	10	 Next	Steps	

Personal	Relationships	
Anti-Bullying	

Citizenship	
Introduction	to	
Parliament	
Making	Laws	

General	Elections	

Careers	
What	do	employers	

want?	
Rights	and	

responsibilities	

Sex	and	Relationship	
Education	

Teen	pregnancy	
Raising	children	

Adoption	
Abortion	

Health	Eating	and	
Lifestyle	

Introduction	to	the	
dangers	of	alcohol	and	

drugs	

Citizenship	
Environmental	Issues	

and	Sustainable	
Development	


	2015_-_2018
	PSHCE Overview Year 10

