Spring Term 2018

In September your son/daughter will be starting courses which lead to
GCSE/BTEC qualifications, to be taken in the summer of 2020.
Most of the subjects studied by students in Years 7 – 9 will continue to be
available. It is school policy that the National Curriculum subjects, English, both
Language and Literature, Mathematics, and Science are standard GCSE. There is
also compulsory PE, Personal, Social, Citizenship and Careers Education.
Students will also undertake work related learning and enterprise education. We
also now introduce other subjects, at this stage and pupils will be able to express
some preference about what they choose to study.
The “KS4 Choices” booklet has been prepared to provide a brief outline of all
subjects that are available for study. These choices may influence what they study
after the age of 16. Therefore, it is vital that the decisions students make are well
considered and appropriate.
Students will have a personalised ‘Pathway’
recommended to them. In addition to this booklet, the programme of advice and
guidance we have prepared has several other aspects which have been addressed
through the PSHCE/Careers guidance programme.
The KS4 Choices Evening will be held on 1st March 2018 with an
information session for Scott and Daniels Houses at 7.00 pm in Whitman
Hall, and an information session for Barr and Linley Houses at 7.00pm in
Goodsell Hall. Please ensure that if you are attending the evening you are
familiar with the house that your son/daughter is attached too.
On pages 2-6 there are some helpful hints that you and your son/daughter may
like to consider when making choices, where they are available.
All student preferences are carefully considered and analysed. You should be
aware that where there are too few preferences for a subject it will be
withdrawn. Where there is over subscription student/parents will be consulted
to ensure that full account is taken of a student’s aptitude, ability, potential and
future aspirations.
If you need any further information please see Mrs Morris, Deputy Headteacher or
Mr Evans, Assistant Headteacher at the KS4 Choices Evening or contact either of
them at school to make an appointment.
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Welcome to KS4 Choices
2018

possible to provide this subject
and students will need to
choose
an
alternative.
Students will be informed of
confirmed choices by letter in
the summer term.
• Students will have a Pathway
recommended for their option
choices based on their prior
performance, end of Key Stage
targets
and
current
progress
indicators.
Students can combine a mixture of
GCSE and BTEC subjects.

Choosing options is an exciting and
thought provoking activity. It is very
worthwhile for students to discuss
their preferences with their parents
and teachers.
We aim to provide a broad balanced
and meaningful curriculum which is
suited to the needs of individuals.
Our curriculum is designed to give
students the opportunities to develop
to their fullest potential academically,
personally and socially.

The grading system for GCSE
subjects is changing. Below is a
broad comparison table for your
information.

This booklet contains details of the
choices available at Aldridge School.
Please note: completed option forms
must be returned to form teachers by
Thursday 15th March 2018 at the
latest.
Aldridge Pathways:
The National Curriculum at Key Stage
4 does permit greater flexibility of
subject choice than at Key Stage 3.
This booklet outlines the range of
subjects available for study.
The key features of our model are:
• Core Subjects are compulsory.
They
include
English,
both
Language
and
Literature,
Mathematics, Science, P.E, with
additional compulsory subjects for
some pathways.
• All GCSE subjects provide a final
grade in the range 9-1.
• Equivalent qualifications such as
BTEC/Cambridge Nationals receive
a grading of Pass, Merit or
Distinction
• If too few students choose a
particular subject it may not be

2

Which choice?
Frequently asked
questions:

From whom can we seek advice?
You can talk to your son/daughter’s
form teacher and subject teachers.

Students may ask:

The KS4 Choices Evening will also
offer parents and students the
opportunity to speak to staff.

Do I need to choose option
subjects based on what I want to
do when I leave school?
No! but your choices may influence
what you study after the age of 16.
The core subjects give the variety
and breadth required. Also a career
choice made now may alter as you
mature
and
have
different
experiences of life.
The option
subjects will further broaden your
education and provide qualifications
for education or training beyond 16.
What if I don’t like the subject
after doing it a few weeks?
It goes without saying that the choice
was an informed one based on the
information in the booklet, listening
to staff talks and speaking personally
with staff which will help you to make
the right choice.
A parent may ask:
How can I help my son/daughter
when I know little about today’s
courses and careers?
You know your son/daughter better
than anyone and so are still in the
best position to advise, even if you
are not familiar with the rapidly
changing world of education. But do
remember
these
are
your
son/daughter’s
preferences
NOT
yours.
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Reasons to choose a subject…….. Sensible or Silly?
Scenarios for discussion which will lead to suitable decisions

I get good marks
in the subject.

I like the
teacher.

My elder
brother/sister
liked the
teacher.
My friends say
it is easy.

I enjoy the
subject.

My parents say they
would have liked to
have done it.

I find it
interesting.

I’m going
to choose
this subject
because……

There’s not much
writing in it.

My mum/dad say
they will be able to
help me.

My best friend
is taking the
subject.

Year 10
recommend it.
4

I have found out
that it is essential
for a job I am
considering.

It involves
watching lots
of videos.

It involves
getting out of
the classroom.

It involves a lot of
coursework instead
of exams.

The right choice

Skills for making the best decisions.
Self assessment
Ø Know your strengths and weaknesses
Ø Know your interests and abilities

Decision making
Ø Find out the facts and where to obtain advice, know how to use the information you have
People to ask
Subject staff
Faculty/Subject Leaders
Careers Staff
Form teachers
Heads of House
Deputy Headteacher – Mrs. Morris
Assistant Headteacher – Mr. Evans
Parents
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Choose what is suitable for you, not your friends

SCHOOL

GCSEs
Eg. History,
Geography etc

BTEC L1/L2 Tech
/Awards
Eg. Business, Sport,
Health & Social Care

A LEVELS
At Sixth Form or
College

BTEC NATIONAL
At Sixth Form or
College (Equivalent to
A Levels)

HNC/HND
At University or
College or
Apprenticeship

DEGREE
At University or
Apprenticeships

EMPLOYMEN
T
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External Examinations
General Certificate of Secondary
Education (GCSE) Level 2
Methods of assessment at GCSE may
still vary slightly from one subject to
another. Some courses still contain
elements
of
coursework/controlled
assessments but all courses will now be
linear in structure, with examinations
being taken in the summer of 2020.
Grades available range from 9 (highest
pass) to 1 (lowest pass).
Level 1 Qualifications may be offered
on BTEC courses and would graded
Pass, Merit and Distinction.
BTEC Qualifications are offered in:
•
•
•

Sport
Health and Social Care
Business Studies
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Compulsory elements of the
curriculum
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ENGLISH
The English Department offers all KS4
students a stimulating and dynamic
environment in which to develop
communication and literacy skills, not
only for the English courses of study,
but also as a key skill to support their
learning across the whole school
curriculum and beyond.

MATHEMATICS
The course in Mathematics is designed
to develop and extend the work of Key
Stage 3. It also offers valuable support
to other subjects at GCSE and remains
a crucial element for all students
embarking
on
Further
Education.
Developed on a foundation of problemsolving
and
assessment,
this
differentiated course stretches and
challenges students of all levels.

Across KS4, students will develop their
reading, writing, speaking and listening
skills and have the opportunity to study
a range of reading material including
novels, poetry, drama, non-fiction and
media texts.

Following the EdExcel specification,
students will study and learn the
traditional skills of Mathematics, as well
as the application of these skills. There
is integrated support throughout the
course to develop pupil’s fluency,
reasoning and problem-solving skills,
enabling a deep understanding of the
subject. Every lesson has direct links
to MyMaths.co.uk resources.

In Years 10 and 11 all students follow a
GCSE course in English which will lead
to qualifications in Language and
Literature. The awarding body is OCR.
The linear structure is 100% externally
assessed. All assessment will be by
public examinations in the summer of
year 11.
Details of the assessment
schedule will be available on the school
website.
E Marcano

Students are taught in sets according
to ability, and follow a linear course
leading to examinations at either
Foundation or Higher tier.
The
qualification
is
100%
externally
assessed and examinations are taken
during the summer of year 11.
Students sit three examinations which
are equally weighted, one of which will
be non-calculator.
Students will be assessed internally
each half term to ensure that they are
making the required progress towards
their target grade. Intervention will be
put in place for students who require it
and Maths Surgery is also available
every Monday from 3.05 – 4.05pm.
A Hancox
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papers each of 1 hour 15 minutes’
duration. There will be two papers in
each of Biology, Chemistry and Physics.

SCIENCE
At Aldridge School, we are committed
to providing a relevant and first rate
Science education for all students,
regardless of their ability or future
aspirations. At Key Stage 4, we will
offer a number of courses with the
intention of best matching the needs
and abilities of our students. Each
course will make full use of the
opportunity to carry out practical work
on a regular basis.
The qualifications
available are:

expected

to

Practical Work
As there is no longer any coursework
element to Science GCSEs, students
will be expected to perform or observe
a number of “standard practicals” over
the duration of the
course. Questions
related to these
practicals
and
practical
technique will be
included in each of
the
written
exams.
D Key

be

GCSE SEPARATE SCIENCES (AQA)
These
courses
offer
a
GCSE
qualification in each of Biology,
Chemistry and Physics. They provide
an opportunity for further developing
an understanding of the sciences, how
science works and the study of
elements of applied science, with
particular relevance to the work of
professional scientists.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Physical Education is a compulsory part
of the National curriculum. Students
will follow this programme, even if they
have opted for GCSE P.E. or BTEC
Sport.
The Key Stage 4 core P.E. programme
of study aims to develop competence in
a wide range of physical activities. The
curriculum is designed to develop
personal
fitness
and
encourage
students to lead an active and healthy
lifestyle. In year 11 they are given time
to specialise further and develop their
technique, tactical awareness and
physical prowess in a competitive
environment.
C Smith

Assessment
Each Separate Science GCSE will be
assessed by two equally-weighted
exam papers each of 1 hour 45
minutes’ duration. Each paper will
assess half of the content for that
subject.
GCSE COMBINED SCIENCE (Double
Award) (AQA – Trilogy)
This course results in the award of two
GCSEs and will offer an opportunity for
studying key aspects of Biology,
Chemistry and Physics but with a
reduced
content
compared
with
separate sciences.
Assessment
The Combined Science GCSE will be
assessed by six equally-weighted exam
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PERSONAL, SOCIAL, HEALTH AND
CITIZENSHIP EDUCATION (PSHCE)
PSHCE at KS4 helps students to lead
confident, healthy lives as individuals
and members of society. Through their
work in form time and a wide range of
activities across and beyond the
curriculum, students will gain practical
knowledge and skills to help them live
healthily and deal with the spiritual,
moral, social and cultural issues they
face as they approach adulthood.

organisations will come in to provide
the students with careers information
and advice. At key milestones the
CEIAG team will provide support,
advice and guidance to ensure realistic
and informed decisions are made.
CEIAG is also delivered through the
Personal
and
Social
Education
Programme and through Education
Business Services Ltd, which gained the
accredited national Matrix Award for
careers guidance and advice in 2016.

PSHCE gives students opportunities to
reflect on their experiences and how
they are developing. It helps them to
understand and manage responsibly a
wider range of relationships as they
mature, and to show respect for the
diversity of, and differences between
people. It also develops students’ well
being and self-esteem, encourage belief
in their ability to succeed and enable
them to take responsibility for their
learning and future choice of courses
and career.
PSHCE with Citizenship aims to provide
students with the knowledge, skills and
understanding to become informed
citizens, who are aware of their rights,
responsibilities and duties and human
rights.
The
importance
and
understanding of Fundamental British
Values is a key aspect of our work with
students including; the importance of
voting, the justice system and the role
of national and local government.
S Parton

Years 10 and 11
During Year 10 and 11 each student
will have access to individual careers
interviews. Our accredited careers
advisor is on site for the majority of the
school week and appointments can be
made via email. This address can be
found on the school website. Each
student will complete the 'Smart
Choices' programme over the course of
years 10 and 11 that involves careers
interviews, opportunities to meet with
employers and a number of careers
related workshops. At the end of year
10 we begin to prepare students for
Post 16 Choices. We offer individual
academic reviews and a variety of
opportunities to engage with Post 16
routes.
This
CEIAG
continues
throughout year 11. We also offer
Apprenticeship Vacancy Days in Year
11 for those not wanting to attend sixth
form or college. Students and parents
can access further information using
the school website Careers Zone and
CEIAG pages.

CAREERS EDUCATION,
INFORMATION, ADVICE AND
GUIDANCE
Every year group follows a careers
education programme which aims to
raise aspirations and provide all
students with a better understanding of
how to achieve their goals. Throughout
the year, speakers from different

In
addition,
students
enjoy
a
comprehensive programme of workrelated learning and enterprise events
that develop employability skills and
give insight into different careers.
These include events such as an
‘Aspirations Day’ and 'Tomorrow's
Engineers'.
G Morris
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Making the choice
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ART AND DESIGN
The course requires students
complete
2
units
of
work
assessment:

BUSINESS STUDIES GCSE
Why not consider a subject that is
successful and relevant to your future
work-life? No matter where your future
life leads, you will be glad that you
have gained an understanding of
business, as a customer, an owner and
as an employee. There are visits to
real-life organisations and also practical
activities,
projects
and
group
presentations where you put your
learning into practice.

to
for

Unit 1: Coursework Portfolio
(60% of overall grade)
Students will produce a portfolio of
work
demonstrating
a
personal
response related to a starting point set
by their teacher. Their portfolio will
contain evidence of experimentation of
a wide range of techniques, from
traditional
drawing
and
painting
techniques through to photography and
the use of digital media and processes.
There will also be the opportunity for
students to produce 3D work. They will
study the work of relevant artists to
assist with inspiring their own exciting
ideas and will be required to explain
this throughout their unit of work. The
portfolio produced will support the final
outcome(s) where the students have
chance to explore an area of Art and
Design of their choice, drawing on
experiences and techniques gained
throughout the project.

Topics Covered
Year 10 will start by investigating
different ways a business can be
owned. You will then study marketing,
human resources and finance. In year
11 you will go on to study the different
roles in business, production and the
effect the external environment has on
businesses. There will be practical
lessons as well as theory, where you
will run a production line, carry out
interviews and promote a business.
Assessment
This course consists of two exams,
which will be taken in Year 11.

Unit 2: Externally set task
(40% of overall grade)
Students will complete an externally set
task from a choice of themes. They will
select one of these and produce a body
of work linked to their chosen question.
The work will be completed over a
number of weeks and will lead to a final
outcome.
The
final
outcome
is
produced over a ten-hour period in
controlled conditions. In essence, they
will be expected to produce their own
portfolio of work, showing evidence of
research
and
planning
and
development which will support their
final outcome.
Both units are internally assessed and
externally moderated.

Unit 1: Business World Written
examination: 62.5% of qualification 100 Marks. There will be a mix of short
answer and structured questions based
on stimulus material covering all of the
specification content.
Unit 2: Business Perceptions Written
examination: 37.5% of qualification- 60
Marks.
Data
response
questions
covering all of the specification content
Course Progression/ Opportunities
Students who succeed on this course
may progress on to the high achieving
A level courses in Business Studies at
Aldridge Sixth Form.

J Lowe

This course
careers
in
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will help prepare for
administration,
retail,

banking, accounting, public relations,
marketing, travel and tourism, the
legal profession and many more. Many
of our students continue to University
to study Business Studies, Law,
Marketing and Human Resources.

interviewing business people and using
secondary sources such as books and
the internet for research. The course
will substantially improve ICT skills as
research will be processed, analysed
and written up using the school’s
computer system.
C Gray

PEARSON BTEC LEVEL 1/2
TECH AWARD IN ENTERPRISE
This is a practical Business Studies
course which gives students the
opportunity to gain a qualification
which is a GCSE equivalent.
The course aims to:
• Prepare students for progression to
further training in the business
sectors.
• Prepare students for progression to
further academic or vocational
education. A Level 2 Tech Award in
Enterprise is a solid foundation for
BTEC Nationals and A Level
Business Studies.
• Increase students’ knowledge and
understanding of Business Studies
through a more practical type of
course. Visits to local industry and
places of entertainment will be
included in the course.
• Promote a critical and analytical
approach to problem solving within
a practical business context.
• Allow students to take some control
of their learning and development.

CITIZENSHIP STUDIES
This is a two year course about the
modern world in which we all live and
function and allows students to
investigate topical Citizenship issues
and concepts. You will be able to
contribute to debates on the challenges
facing society involving a range of
political, social and ethical ideas at a
local, national and international level.
There are five themes studied through
this
year
of
study
and
two
examinations will be taken at the end
of the year; each worth 50%, covering
what has been studied.
• Living together in the UK.
• Democracy at work in the UK.
• Law and Justice.
• Power and Influence.
• Taking Citizenship action.

The course is based around three units
which are assessed by coursework and
an external assessment. Units include:
1. Exploring Enterprises (coursework)
2. Planning for and Running an
Enterprise (coursework)
3. Promotion
and
Finance
for
Enterprise (external assessment set
and marked by Pearson, completed
under supervised conditions)
The
course
involves
students
undertaking
work-related
visits,

What is Citizenship useful for?
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Besides developing an understanding of
the functions of the modern world,
transferable skills are also developed
that are invaluable for later life. Being
able to see issues from different
perspectives will always help you
understand fully what is going on
around you and the range of activities
will help develop your group work skills
and appreciate the benefits of good
team work.

With society now using technology in
different ways, we offer two courses at
Key Stage 4.
COMPUTER SCIENCE GCSE
It is important that future generations
are gearing themselves up for a
technology driven market that they will
be living in and an important part of
this is young people gaining some
understanding of how the everyday
technology they use works and how it
is programmed.

What can you do after GCSE
Citizenship Studies?
Aldridge School currently offers A
Levels in a number of Humanities
subjects; including Politics, that will
build on the knowledge and skills
acquired from the GCSE course.
Alternatively, career choices for those
who have studied Citizenship include
public services, work in government,
the law, law enforcement and teaching.

Through this course, students will:
• Develop an understanding of current
and emerging technologies and how
they work.
• Look at the use of algorithms in
computer programs.
• Become independent and discerning
users of IT.
• Acquire and apply creative and
technical skills, knowledge and
understanding of IT in a range of
contexts.
• Develop computer programs to
solve problems.
• Evaluate
the
effectiveness
of
computer programs/solutions and
the impact of computer technology.

Who will be suited to studying
Citizenship?
Students who choose this course will
need to be extremely well organised
and self-motivated as the course
requires students to be active in
communities. Students will need a
flexible approach to study the wide
range of issues covered and the ability
to use the information which has been
learned. There is also a need to be
well-versed in current affairs.
S Parton

Assessment for this course is currently
under review by the exam board. It is
likely that it will be 100% externally
assessed through written examination.
CAMBRIDGE NATIONALS IN
IT/CREATIVE MEDIA
This course has been developed to
provide students with an introduction
to
the
skills,
knowledge
and
understanding required to prepare
them for work in the Information and
Communication Technology sector. It
has also been designed to help them
develop their personal skills in the
areas of planning, communication and
problem solving.

COMPUTER SCIENCE/ICT

16

Students complete units of work that
includes
both
coursework
and
externally
marked
examination.
Completing this course will attain a
vocationally related qualification that is
equivalent to one GCSE.
A Walsh

The course requires students to
complete two units of work for
assessment, there is no written exam
for this course:
Unit 1: Coursework Portfolio (60% of
overall grade)
Students will produce a portfolio of
work demonstrating their skills working
from a range of starting points focusing
on skills used in three dimensional
design. They will be expected to design
and create models and prototypes of
consumer products and environments.
Students will have the opportunity to
work with resistant materials such as
wood, plastic and metal as well as
using CAD/CAM. They will study the
work of relevant designers to assist
with inspiring their own exciting ideas.
Students will be encouraged to explore
their own interests which could be
traditional making techniques such as
carpentry,
jewellery
design,
architectural design and theatre / film
set design.

DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY offers
the following:
FOOD PREPARATION
AND NUTRITION GCSE
Students will use a range of practical
cooking techniques to prepare and cook
food healthily thus gaining vital life
skills to feed themselves and others
affordably and nutritiously. They will be
encouraged
to
be creative with
opportunities to modify existing recipes
to improve both nutritional profile and
sensory
properties.
The
course
promotes
independent
thinking,
forward planning and organisational
skills. Students will gain a greater
understanding
of
the
working
characteristics, chemical processes,
functional properties and of the
nutritional content of food and drink.
They will investigate the relationship
between diet, nutrition and health,
including
the
physiological
and
psychological effects of poor diet and
health.
They
will
develop
an
understanding of and enjoyment of
both British and International cuisines
and the influences that have shaped
their evolution.

Unit 2: Externally set task (40% of
overall grade)
Students will complete an externally set
task from a choice of themes. They will
select one theme and produce a body
of work linked to their chosen question.
The work will be completed over a
number of weeks and will lead to a final
outcome.
The
final
outcome
is
produced over a 10-hour period in
controlled conditions. In essence, they
will be expected to produce their own
portfolio of work, showing evidence of
research
and
planning
and
development which will support their
final 3D outcome.

The course is broken down into three
components:
• 15% Food investigation Task: OCR
set task starting points
• 35% Food preparation task: OCR
set task starting points
• 50%
Food
preparation
and
Nutrition: Written examination
THREE DIMENSIONAL DESIGN
GCSE

Both units are internally assessed and
externally moderated.

GRAPHIC COMMUNICATION GCSE
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The course requires students
complete two units of work
assessment:

to
for

The course requires students
complete two units of work
assessment:

Unit 1: Coursework Portfolio (60% of
overall grade)
Students will produce a portfolio of
work demonstrating their skills working
from a range of starting points focusing
on skills used in Graphic Design.
Students will work from briefs tackling
areas such as advertising, illustration,
game design and package design. Their
portfolio will contain evidence of
experimentation of a wide range of
techniques, from traditional drawing,
photography and the use of CAD using
packages such as Adobe photoshop as
a way of producing their work. They
will study the work of relevant
designers to assist with inspiring their
own exciting ideas.

to
for

Unit 1: Coursework Portfolio (60% of
overall grade)
Students will produce a portfolio of
work demonstrating their skills in a
range of areas including dyed and
printed fabrics, fashion design and
textile construction. They will study the
work of relevant designers and artists
to assist with inspiring their own
exciting ideas. The portfolio produced
will support their final outcome(s)
produced.
Unit 2: Externally set task (40% of
overall grade)
Students will complete an externally set
task from a choice of themes. They will
select one of these and produce a body
of work linked to their chosen question.
The work will be completed over a
number of weeks and will lead to a final
outcome.
The
final
outcome
is
produced over a 10-hour period in
controlled conditions. In essence, they
will be expected to produce their own
portfolio of work, showing evidence of
research
and
planning
and
development which will support their
final outcome.
Both units are internally assessed and
externally moderated.
J Lowe
Note: Students can only choose
one Design and Technology course.

Unit 2: Externally set task (40% of
overall grade)
Students will complete an externally set
task from a choice of themes. They will
select one of these and produce a body
of work linked to their chosen question.
The work will be completed over a
number of weeks and will lead to a final
outcome.
The
final
outcome
is
produced over a 10-hour period in
controlled conditions. In essence, they
will be expected to produce their own
portfolio of work, showing evidence of
research
and
planning
and
development which will support their
final outcome.
Both units are internally assessed and
externally moderated.

DRAMA GCSE
TEXTILE DESIGN GCSE
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This course suits those who are willing
to “have a go” and to try something
new, who enjoy working in a team and
wish
to
develop
and
learn
professionalism.
This is an exciting GCSE which has a
practical and theoretical approach to
Drama.
It
consists
of
three
Components,
two
of
which
are
performance based and one which is a
written
exam
which focuses
on
exploring a play from the perspective of
a Performer, Director and Designer.

students to develop knowledge and
understanding of the ways in which
playwrights, performers and directors
use
the
medium
of drama
to
communicate
their
ideas
to
an
audience.
Students will explore the
play text practically and perform two
extracts from a published play. This
unit is worth 20% of the GCSE and is
assessed by a visiting examiner.
Component 3:
is an externally
assessed written examination in which
they analyse their practical exploration
of a performance text from the point of
view of a Performer, Director and
Designer.
Section B of the exam
requires them to evaluate a live theatre
performance that they have seen and
they are allowed to take theatre
evaluation notes into the exam. This
unit is worth 40% of the GCSE and is
externally assessed.
K. Irving

Possible Career progression:
Drama is a subject that both presents
career opportunities and personal
development skills. In terms of career
development, Drama can lead into
acting, directing, costume design,
make up design, lighting and stage
management.
In terms of personal
development, Drama builds team skills,
presentational skills, vocal projection
and confidence.
How is it taught?
We have a dedicated Drama studio
which is equipped with stage lighting,
costumes and props. The GCSE course
is structured so that each lesson is a
practical exploration of either script or
stimulus using dramatic techniques and
then students are expected to produce
a brief written reflection on the
activities that they worked on.

FRENCH & GERMAN
(first and/or second
foreign language)
A GCSE in a Modern Foreign Language
gives a sound base to develop language
skills required for work, leisure and
further study. It is a core subject in
the English Baccalaureate, and a highly
valued qualification recognised by
prospective employers and institutions
of Higher Education, particularly the
Russell Group of the 20 most
prestigious universities.
Languages skills are valued by many
employers
who
are
keen
to
communicate
effectively
with

Component 1: is concerned with the
use of drama to explore ideas and
issues in response to stimulus material.
Students will devise their own drama
based on the exploration of a theme,
topic or issue. They are expected to
document their explorations and reflect
on their practical work. This unit is
worth 40% of the GCSE and is assessed
internally and externally moderated.
Component 2: involves exploring play
texts.
The purpose is to enable
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expanding markets.
Within local or
European government there are many
employment prospects for those who
can speak and write to European
partners in their own language. The
relevance of the subject is further
reflected in the increasing number of
courses in Higher Education which
include a foreign language component,
for example in Science, Engineering,
Law, Economics and Humanities. Whilst
students may be undecided about their
career path, the knowledge of a
modern foreign language offers great
flexibility.
The GCSE course builds on the work
covered in Key Stage 3. Throughout the
two
year
course
students
will
experience a variety of approaches and
activities which are designed to
increase their confidence in their
understanding
and
use
of
French/German.
Students will learn
about the target language speaking
cultures through the use of reading,
video or audio materials, and study a
range of topics including:

A GCSE in French/German is an
extremely valuable qualification which
will be useful in many walks of life, as
well as being lots of fun.
D Lund

GEOGRAPHY
Geography provides the opportunity for
students to understand more about the
world, the challenges it faces and their
place within it. The GCSE course will
deepen understanding of geographical
processes, highlight the dynamic links
and interrelationships between places
and environments at different scales,
and develop students’ competence in
using a wide range of geographical
investigative skills and approaches.
Geography is well respected by
employers and is regarded as an
excellent subject for a wide variety of
jobs and careers. These include those
with
an
obvious
geographical
connection
such
as
meteorology,
cartography and planning, as well as
transport,
land
and
water
management,
sustainability,
environmental
consultancy,
development, tourism and the armed
forces. As well as developing the
normal learning skills, Geography is
concerned
with
the
collation,
processing and analysis of data. It is
often these skills which make many
employers interested in a qualification
in Geography.

1. Identity and culture, lifestyle, values
and beliefs
2.
Environment, local, international
and global areas of interest
3. Current and future study and
employment
Students will practise and be assessed
in four key skills:
• Listening
• Speaking
•

Reading

•

Writing

They will sit a reading, listening and
writing examination at the end of Year
11, with translation tasks being
included as part of the reading and
writing exam. The speaking exam is
conducted by the teacher at the end of
the course in Year 11.
Each skill is
given equal importance and contributes
25% to the overall grade.

The GCSE course develops naturally
from the work of Key Stage 3, allowing
students to acquire new skills and
values whilst building upon those
already learnt.
The GCSE course
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provides a firm foundation for the A
level offered in the Sixth Form. The
new AQA GCSE allows students to
investigate the link between physical
and human geography, and approach
and examine the battles between the
man-made and natural worlds.

free, whilst the physical fieldtrip will
have a subsidised fee of approximately
£20. There is also an issues evaluation
section which includes a critical
thinking and problem-solving task
based on a current issue, which
encourages students to become lateral
thinkers.
E Micklewright

Scope of study: GCSE Geography
requires students to extend their local
knowledge and to develop competence
in maps, fieldwork and geographical
skills as they study the content of the
following six areas of geography:
•

•

•

•

•

•

The
Challenge
of
Natural
Hazards
including
tectonic
hazards, weather hazards and
climate change.
The Living World - including
ecosystems, the biodiversity and
management of tropical rainforests
and cold environments.
Physical Landscapes in the UK including
coastal
and
river
landscapes,
processes
and
relationships of these dynamic
features.
Urban Issues and Challenges including the urban world, urban
change in the UK and urban
sustainability.
The Changing Economic World including the development gap,
Newly-Emerging economies and
the changing UK economy.
The Challenge of Resource
Management - including resource
management
and
energy
management.

PEARSON BTEC LEVEL 1/2 TECH
AWARD IN HEALTH AND SOCIAL
CARE
The course is graded Level 1/2 at Pass,
Merit, Distinction and Distinction*
The qualification is split into three
components; two components are
assessed internally and one is a
synoptic external assessment.
It presents knowledge in a vocational
context
and
gives
students
the
opportunity to develop and apply their
skills in English and Mathematics.

There is a compulsory fieldwork
element to the course, which is
assessed through examination only. It
will comprise 15% of the total
assessment weighting. Pupils will
complete two fieldwork trips in two
contrasting environments, involving the
collection of primary physical and
human data. The human fieldtrip is

Component 1: Human Lifespan
Development
This is a component which is internallyassessed.
Learners will study how
people grow and develop over the
course of their life, from infancy to old
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age, this includes physical, intellectual,
emotional and social development and
the different factors that may affect
them. An individual’s development can
be affected by major life events, such
as marriage, parenthood or moving
house, and learners will explore how
people adapt to these changes as well
as the types and sources of support
that can help them.

to working or training in a specialised
area within health, social care and
early years’ field. This qualification is
ideal for those thinking of a career in
nursing, midwifery, primary/ secondary
teaching, social work, social care,
psychology, police and prison work,
counselling and other job roles within
the NHS such as being a paramedic and
associative jobs within the education
sector.
L. Gleadall

Component 2: Health and Social
Care Services and Values
This component is internally assessed
and will prepare learners for a career in
any area of health and social care. You
will explore the health and social care
services and how they meet the needs
of real service users as well as
developing skills in applying care
values. Care values are important to
enable people to get the care they need
and to be protected from harm.

HISTORY
GCSE History is an exciting, challenging
and rewarding subject.
It equips
students with crucial skills such as the
ability to think critically as well as to
come to their own reasoned judgments.
Students will be able to make more
sense of the world around them by the
study of past events. History is highly
valued by both universities and
employers.

Component
3:
Health
and
Wellbeing
This
is
an
externally
assessed
component. Learners will explore the
factors that can have a positive or
negative influence on person’s health
and wellbeing. As well as learning to
interpret physiological and lifestyle
indicators and what they mean for
someone’s state of health.
This
information will be used to design an
appropriate
plan
for
improving
someone’s
health
and
wellbeing,
including short and long-term targets.
Learners will need to explore the
difficulties an individual may face when
trying to make these changes.

GCSE History includes history from
three Eras:
•
•
•

Medieval (500-1500)
Early Modern (1450-1750)
Modern (1700-present day)

On three Time Scales:
• Short (depth study)
• Medium (period study
of at least 50 years)
• Long (thematic study)

On three Geographical Contexts:
Students will study a site of historical
importance and evaluate its impact on:
• The locality (the historic
environment)
• British and European settings
• Wider world settings

Career and educational pathways
BTEC courses are ideal preparation for
progression to more detailed study of
health, social care and early years.
This could be an A Level course or a
BTEC
National
qualification
for
example. Some students may progress
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British history must form a minimum of
40% of the assessed content over the
full course.

has shaped our present society as well
as
contribute
to
the
EBACC
qualification. The course will teach the
skills of critical thinking and source
analysis and is excellent preparation for
a wide range of A Levels including
History.

There is no coursework requirement for
GCSE History. Students are assessed
via three exams at the end of year 11.
In practice, this means that the GCSE
will be comprised of five different
elements:
1 x thematic study
1 x British depth study
1 x non-British depth study
1 x period study
1 x study of the historic environment.

What do we study in GCSE Ancient
History?
Unit 1: Greece and Persia.
The period study focuses on the growth
and development of the mighty Persian
Empire, led by kings such as Cyrus and
Xerxes. As well as looking at how the
Persians ruled their empire, we will also
study Persian attempts to conquer
Greece in the 5th century BC. Our depth
study analyses the career of Alexander
the Great and his brilliant military
campaign against Persia in the 4th
century BC. Whilst looking at his
military genius, we will also get to grips
with his personality including his belief
that he was a living god!

In year 10 we will cover three of the
five topics. This will cover exam paper
1 and 2.
• Thematic Study: Crime and
Punishment in Britain, c.1250 –
present
• British Depth Study: The Norman
Conquest, 1065 - 1087
• Study of the Historic
Environment: Kenilworth Castle

Unit 2: Rome and its neighbours
Our
period
study
features
the
beginnings of Rome, including the
legend of Romulus and Remus and the
early Roman kings. We will look at the
development of the republic and its
political institutions as well as the
reasons for Roman military success and
expansion as an empire. Our depth
study will focus on the life and
achievement of Cleopatra, one of the
most powerful women in the ancient
world. Her upbringing, relationship with
Julius Caesar and Rome, as well as her
tragic fall and death will all be
examined.

In year 11 we cover the remainder of
the topics forming exam paper 3.
• Period Study: The Making of
America, 1789 – 1900
• Non - British Depth Study: Living
Under NAZI Rule, 1933 - 1945
R Neal

GCSE ANCIENT HISTORY
Why choose GCSE Ancient History?
This course is an enjoyable journey
through the most fascinating parts of
ancient Greek and Roman history,
studying
such
iconic
figures
as
Alexander the Great, King Xerxes and
Cleopatra of Egypt. It will allow
students to see how the ancient world

How is GCSE Ancient History
assessed?
The course is examined through 2
exams, each lasting 1hr 45mins. There
is no coursework. Each exam will test
skills of factual recall, source analysis
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and essay writing. Students will also
need to have a good knowledge of the
archaeological and ancient sources
used.
A Kolaric

others,
group
leadership
and
communication skills.
The assessment for the course is:
● Two compositions (NEA) 30%
● Two performances (NEA) 30%
● Listening (examination) 40%
N. Turner

MUSIC
GCSE Music is about making music and
listening
to
music.
It
covers
performing, composing and listening in
a wide variety of musical styles.
Students can choose to focus upon
their own instrument or use music
technology
for
performing
and
composing.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
The PE Department offers two courses
at Key Stage 4. Both courses aim to
provide
students
with
exciting
opportunities to lead a healthy and
active lifestyle and improve their
theoretical understanding of sports and
physical activity. It is envisaged that
the students will enjoy participation
and be interested in improving their
knowledge of sport. Both courses
provide students with a qualification
that enhances their prospects and will
be a credible route to post 16 courses.

Students will enjoy the course if they
want to study a subject which involves
● Performing on their own instrument
or singing
● Listening to all styles of music
● Composing or arranging their own
music
● Using computers to compose and
perform
● Performing with others
The
course
develops
students’
knowledge of their own instrument (or
voice) for performance and of other
instruments to aid composition. They
will study a wide range of musical
styles including dance styles, jazz,
pop and rock, music for film, classical
and many more. Students can compose
and perform in any appropriate musical
style.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION GCSE
GCSE Physical Education requires
students to study a range of theoretical
and practical content. The theoretical
side of the course is assessed by a
written examination and includes the
following topics:
Fitness and Body Systems
• Applied Anatomy and Physiology
• Movement Analysis
• Physical Training
• Use of Data
Health and Performance
• Health, Fitness and Well-being
• Sports Psychology
• Socio-cultural Influences
• Use of Data
Practical Performance
• One team activity
• One Individual activity

As well as covering music at GCSE the
course will help to develop ICT skills
which could be useful to students in
later life. Studying Music helps to
develop key skills such as working with
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•
•

One activity of their choice (either
team or individual)
Personal Exercise Programme

•

•

The practical element of the course will
require students to be assessed in
three different activities in the role of a
player/performer. It is essential that
students regularly participate in sport
outside of school and represent school
teams. They will need to demonstrate a
good level of physical fitness and be
able
to
apply
the
appropriate
techniques, strategies and tactics when
performing.
BTEC SPORT TECH AWARDS
The BTEC Sport Tech Award has three
components:

Externally assessed task based on
creating a best-practice scenario,
performance or artefact.
Taken near the end of the course
so students can draw on
everything they’ve learned and
apply it in context
C. Smith

RELIGIOUS STUDIES
“Why choose Religious Studies? I don’t
want to be a Vicar!”
Religious Studies is a very highly
regarded qualification by schools,
colleges,
universities
and
future
employers. It is an excellent foundation
for degrees based on Humanities, the
Arts, Sciences, Law and English.

1. Explore the Sports Sector: I’m
finding out:
• Focus on: main skills and practices
in the sector
• Internally assessed assignment
• Taken throughout the course
2. Develop Knowledge, skills and best
practice in the Sports Sector: “I’m
looking at real-life scenarios to learn
what people in the sector need so
they can do their jobs effectively”,
including:
• Focus on: main skills and practices
within specific contexts in the
sector
• Internally assessed assignment
• Taken throughout the course

Students who study this subject have a
range of future job prospects open to
them including, the police, the armed
forces, social work, nursing and
journalism.
Religious Studies is a subject that
engages and stimulates the minds of
young people. We study a range of
topics, including abortion, cloning,
divorce, war, the environment, animal
rights, sexism and racism alongside
Christian and Islamic beliefs and
practices.

3. Apply knowledge and skills in a
Sports Sector Scenario: “I’m working
on a task to pull together everything
I’ve learned, and the skills I’ve
developed to apply to a real-life
scenario.”

Religion is in the news and the
community on a daily basis, therefore
students become aware and capable of
understanding the world they live in
and the people they live alongside.
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This AQA Religious Studies A course
has two components.
Component 1: the study of religions:
beliefs,
teachings
and
practices.
(Christianity and Islam)
Component 2: Thematic studies.
(Religion and life, religion and family,
human rights and social justice, and
peace and conflict.)
Both components are examined as part
of a written examination, each
component is examined by a 1 hour 45minute examination.

Religious Studies is equally accessible
to students that have a faith and to
those that have none.
B Blizzard

In lessons students are encouraged to • Adopt an enquiring, critical and
reflective approach to the study of
philosophy, ethics and religion.
• Explore religions and beliefs, reflect
on fundamental questions, engage
with
them
intellectually
and
respond personally.
• Enhance their personal, social and
cultural
development,
their
understanding of different cultures
locally, nationally and in the wider
world and to contribute to social
and community cohesion.
• Reflect on and develop their own
values, opinions and attitudes in
light of their learning.
• Identify, investigate and respond to
fundamental questions of life
raised by religion and human
experience, including questions
about the meaning and purpose
of life.

Examination
This GCSE is purely assessed by written
examination, there is no coursework
element.
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