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Useful revision tips from your 
teachers
English Literature 

 Re-read the texts, BIGGEST THING.
 Use study guides available on line and from bookshops to support lesson 

  learning.  Studywise, York Notes, BBC Bitesize, Letts Notes are all good 
  examples.

English Language
 Read texts we will email out, to analyse and as models for both papers 

  (analyse all these texts using A02 language and structure/A03 comparison/ 
  A04 evaluation).

 Check out YouTube and Twitter for tutorials on analysis and writing.

Maths 
 See additional page on pinpoint learning.
 Maths surgery every Tuesday in Room 29.
 www.corbettmaths.com is an excellent website where students can access 

  videos, past papers, practice questions, revision cards, etc.
 Maths Revision every Monday in Room 75.

Science
 Use the science revision guide you have been given.  You can use these to 

  answer the question.
 Complete past papers on line: 

  http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/chemistry-8462/
  assessment-resources 
  http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/biology-8461/
  assessment-resources
  http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/physics-8463/
  assessment-resources
  http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/
  combined-science-trilogy-8464/assessment-resources

 You can also complete the questions in the homework booklets you have 
  been given.

 There are revision sessions after school they can attend.
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Useful revision tips from your 
teachers
Pinpoint Learning
Log-in to www.pinpointlearning.co.uk 

Username:

Password:

Following your mock examination, your results have been uploaded by your Maths 
teacher to Pinpoint Learning.
Ask your teacher for your personal log-in and password and complete them above.
You will be able to input test scores from practice papers that you do in class or 
for homework. 
Once logged in to Pinpoint Learning, you will be able to review your own progress 
in the form of a Matrix, which identifies your strengths and weaknesses, as well as 
access personalised revision booklets and online tests tailored to address the gaps 
in your knowledge.  There are also 20 minute personalised retests to check that 
you are improving in identified topics. 
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Useful revision tips from your 
teachers
French/German
Practise your speaking answers or speaking role play/photo 
card booklets.
Create a revision sheet for each writing topic, with key sentences about yourself, 
with opinions for each subtopic.  For an idea of context for each topic, look at the 
Speaking sheets or the Independent Study Booklet given out at the start of the 
year.
Complete practice reading/listening questions from Kerboodle, AQA or revision 
guide.
Attend Revision sessions: French on Mondays in Rooms 11 and 12, German on 
Thursdays in Rooms 13 and 14. 
Websites:
www.kerboodle.com
www.languagesonline.org.uk
German: www.nachrichtenleicht.de (listening practice)
www.senecalearning.com
www.memrise.com (choose the AQA GCSE vocab list).

Geography
Ensure the 6/9 mark homework exam questions are completed using BUG to 
interpret the questions and the templates provided to structure your answers. 
Use the PiXL app on your device to test yourself for all topics covered for AQA 
specification.
Use the structured week by week revision timetable for geography, which has 
been shared with you by your teacher, on your Google Classroom to focus your 
revision at home.  Also remember revision material has been shared on Google 
Classroom, including REVISION Card Checklists and Revision PowerPoints. 
Attend geography revision sessions after school for 40 minutes every Wednesday 
and Thursday.
Check out these useful websites for revision: 
www.bbc.com/education/examspecs/zy3ptyc
www.senecalearning.com
https://geographycat.co.uk/students
https://youtu.be/79xtp12k_44
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Useful revision tips from your 
teachers
History
Purchase the OCR B SHP Revision Guide.  This has recently been 
published and is currently £9.99 on Amazon.  This covers all areas 
of the GCSE course, excluding Kenilworth Castle.  Within the book are lots of tasks 
and exam style questions that you can complete.  Any completed questions can 
be returned to your history teacher to be marked. 
Complete the work booklet about Kenilworth Castle.
There are study sessions after school on a Wednesday for students to complete 
homework and do extra revision.
On BBC Bitesize there are also lots of revision activities.
Lots of documentaries out there that students can watch.  For example, BBC ‘The 
Normans’, Dan Snow ‘1066; A Year to conquer England’, Ray Mears ‘How the West 
was won’, Ken Burns ‘The West’ and ‘The Civil War’, Tony Robinson ‘Crime and 
Punishment’.
YouTube also contains a vast number of revision videos – especially on Nazi 
Germany.  Your teacher can provide you with links if necessary. 

Business Studies
How to commit to BTEC Business:

 Meet all coursework deadlines.
 Read all marking feedback carefully and respond to feedback.
 Attend after school booster sessions.
 Purchase a Revision Guide: ”Revise BTEC Tech Award Enterprise” by Steve 

  Jakubowski, ISBN 978-129224560.
How to commit to GCSE Business Studies:

 Use revision checklist provided, revise key terms, concepts and theories 
  (especially areas you are not familiar with).

 Look at past papers and mark schemes to develop ideas of how to write 
  question answers.

 Attend after School Revision sessions for the exam.
 Purchase a Revision Guide: ”My Revision Notes – WJEC and Eduqas GCSE 

  Business” by David Salter, ISBN 978-1510426535.
 Useful websites: www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zpsvr82

   www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/business/gcse 
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Useful revision tips from your 
teachers
Computer Science

 Use Teach ICT for Revision – practice questions and 
  revision notes. 
  (http://www.teach-ict.com/2016/GCSE Computing/OCR J276/
  OCR J276home.html)
Username: WS90BG
Password: aldlogic 

 Craig N Dave Tutorials – video tutorials 
  (http://student.craigndave.org/gcse-videos) 

 Use Blue Computer Science Revision guides you were given to create revision 
  tools such as, mind maps, flash cards, foldable quizzes, etc.  Use exam 
  questions on Teach ICT to test yourself on what you have learnt.

 Attend form time revision sessions Thursdays in room 31.  Attend revision 
  sessions after school on Thursday after February half term. 

Health and Social Care
Use the revision material given to you to produce revision posters.
Revision being done with Miss Sumner in lesson – one hour per week.
Continue practising exam style questions in class.
Use a copy of the BTEC revision guide.
Use the revision prompts.
Use copies of exam papers with mark schemes to practise.
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Useful revision tips from your 
teachers
Music

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Music-Complete-Revision-Practice-Audio/dp/
1782946160/ref=sr_1_4?ie=UTF8&qid=1517560809&sr=8-4&keywords=cgp+
gcse+music+revision+guide 
There is now an alternative available too, but information is duplicated in a 
different format, i.e. you do not need to purchase both. 
https://www.amazon.co.uk/OCR-GCSE-Music-Revision-Guide/dp/1785581619/
ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ieUTF8&qid=1517561147&sr=1-1&keywords=ocr+gcse+
music+revision+guide&dpld=51R58WKt4PL&preST=SY291_B01,204,203,200_QL
40_&dpSrc=srch 
We have copies of the CGP guide in the department.  This also includes a CD and 
practice questions pupils should be completing.

Food, Nutrition and Preparation
Useful web pages are Food - BBC Bitesize, Food A Fact Of Life.
Revision Workshops Tuesdays and Thursdays in Room 77 from 24th Feb.
Google Classrooms weekly uploads with past paper questions, revision techniques, 
“topic of the week” and PowerPoints from revision lessons each week.
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teachers
RST
Make key quote flash cards for all of the topics we have studied.  
These should be quotes to support different Christian and Muslim 
view points on ethical issues.  You can download a Bible app as well as an English 
translation of the Qur’an app to help you with this. 
Watch a range of films that deal with the topics that we have looked at (all age 15 
or below).
Euthanasia – ‘Me Before You’ and ‘Million Dollar Baby’
Pacifism – ‘Hacksaw Ridge’
Racism/peaceful protest – ‘Selma’
The attributes of God/Prayer – ‘Bruce Almighty’ 
Dominion/Stewardship – ‘Evan Almighty’
Moral Evil – ‘The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas’
Prejudice and Discrimination – ‘Bright’ and ‘Freedom Writers’ 
Using your revision guides, answer the revision summary questions at the end of 
each topic. 

P.E.
BTEC Catch up sessions (Tuesdays and Wednesdays after school).
GCSE Catch up sessions (Thursdays after school).
Purchase GCSE Revision workbooks and Revision guide (PEARSON/EDEXCEL 9-1 
version).
Ensure any practical videos are completed for moderation in March. 
Ensure final draft of coursework is completed by end of February. 
YouTube videos (subject specific) for revision – ask teacher if you cannot find 
them. 
Use Seneca Learning for revision of key topics.
Key websites:
www.TeachPE.com
www.brianmac.co.uk
www.bbcbitesize.co.uk
EDpuzzle
YouTube 
Seneca Learning
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Summary of useful websites
Subject

Geography

German
French

English Literature 
English Language

Music

Maths

RST

Food (prep and nutrition)

Biology

Chemistry

Physics

Combined Science

Physical Education

Drama

History

Performing Arts

Computer Science

ICT Creative IMedia

Ancient History

 

Citizenship

GCSE Business Studies

BTEC First Award in Business

Website

BBC Bitesize, PiXL APP

www.kerboodle.com

BBC Bitesize for relevant literature texts
BBC Bitesize

BBC Bitesize

MyMaths, Corbettmaths

BBC Bitesize

BBC Bitesize, Food a fact of life

BBC Bitesize, AQA

BBC Bitesize, AQA

BBC Bitesize, AQA

BBC Bitesize, AQA

BBC Bitesize / TeachPE / brianmac / Seneca

BBC Bitesize

BBC Bitesize 

BBC bitesize

Teach ICT

http://www/ictteacher.co.uk/
pre-production-exam-r081 

Companion website for textbook available at: 
https://www.bloomsbury.com/cw/
ocr-gcse-ancient-history/ 

Sky News/BBC News

BBC Bitesize

BBC Bitesize
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How the latest brain science can make your 
GCSE revision work for YOU
From ‘Make it Stick’ (Brown, Roediger and Mc Daniel, 2014)

 1. Take charge of your own learning!  
* Expect and do not be put off by difficulty – it strengthens neural connections.  
 It’s the same as keeping fit – if you don’t get a little out of breath you are 
 probably not exercising hard enough to make a difference!
* You have two kinds of memory: short term – which fades relatively quickly, and 
 long term – in which facts and ideas become embedded and can be recalled 
 much later.  What we store in long term memory needs 
 refreshing from time to time.  Every time we refresh it we 
 remember it a little more strongly and in more detail.
* A lot of long answer, high mark exam questions depend on 
 you being able to draw a range of facts and ideas from long 
 term memory.  Regularly revisiting what you have learned is a 
 little bit like watering the garden in a dry summer.

 2. Three key strategies: 
Practice Retrieval – quiz yourself
Reading notes, books, etc: Stop at the end of each paragraph.  Cover it.  Jot down 
what were the key facts, ideas events related?  Check your answers.
Diagrams, graphs, charts: you will see them as a ‘picture’ but you must look at 
each individual detail.  Cover the labelling: can you name the parts and the 
features?  Jot them down and check.
If you have questions and model answers: Read the question.  
Cover.  What facts, ideas, conclusions is it asking for?  Jot down 
the points you would make; number them in the order you would 
choose.  Uncover and check what you would have written against 
the model: What did you include?  What did you miss out?  
Use this technique with BBC Bitesize and similar sites.  If your parent/carer or a 
friend wants to help read a section of work and get them to quiz you on it.
Note: compared with just reading through your notes/essays, etc. this may seem awkward and frustrating.  
Research has shown that ‘reading through text and looking at diagrams’ feels good but only stays in short term 
memory – it is the effort you put into covering, jotting down and checking that helps to imprint it in long term 
memory.

Aldridge Revision Book.indd   12Aldridge Revision Book.indd   12 12/02/2020   11:58:2512/02/2020   11:58:25



13

How the latest brain science can make your 
GCSE revision work for YOU

Note: one way of writing out and checking key information
is using ‘flash or index cards’.  Give each one a heading,

then write the key information on a topic or part of a
topic as simply and clearly as you can leaving a space
between each fact or idea, etc. so that you can add

 little notes or tick or cross what you are sure/unsure of.

They can be kept in a shoebox.  Cover each card, quiz yourself about the contents and then check as above. 

If you have a pinboard or Blu Tack in your room you can select some key cards, e.g. physics or maths formulae,
spellings, vocabulary lists, main aspects of a character and put them up for a week so you can look at them

daily.

Space out Your Retrieval Practice
Spaced practice means revising information more than once but leaving lengths of 
time between each session.  Lots of practice works but only if it is spaced!
If you have e.g. studied a new poem, learned a new way of calculating in maths, a 
new set of vocabulary in German or a formula for a reaction in Chemistry you 
should ideally revisit it within two days and then perhaps a week later.
You will find that you remember more of the information each time and be able to 
concentrate on checking the parts you had forgotten or were uncertain about.  Try 
to relate it to what you have learned in the same subject since, e.g. if it was a 
chemistry formula, what else have you learned about the properties of the 
substances involved?
Research has shown that it is this practice of ‘re-loading’ information that embeds 
it more firmly in your memory and enables you to link it with other related facts 
and ideas – which is what you need for these long answer questions and the 
marks they get for you in GCSE.

Interleave different topics
Common sense suggests that it is best to immerse yourself in one topic for a long 
time, repeatedly going over it until you have learned it.  You may have done!  But 
so much of this is in short term memory only and does not transfer to long term 
memory, which you need to do well in exams.  So, you may for example learn the 
formula for calculating the volume of a cone and then work out 20 examples.  
Research has shown that to remember how to do this calculation long term you 
would be better to work on it for just 15 minutes, do say two trial calculations and 
then move on to another aspect of maths or another subject altogether.  If you 
then come back to it in a few days or a week’s time you will remember it far more 
effectively.
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How the latest brain science can make your 
GCSE revision work for YOU
 3. Some other techniques
Elaboration: This is the process of processing what you know about a topic in a 
different way and adding new understanding in the process.  If you feel doubtful 
whether you have mastered a topic in most subjects you could for example get 
your revision cards and make up a simple spider diagram on a sheet of paper.  You 
could then go to your revision book or a web based resource and try and find 
additional information which extends your knowledge and add that to your spider 
diagram – remember, it is making and adding to the diagram that helps most 
rather than just looking at it later on (although that is still helpful, especially if you 
cover and try to reproduce it).
Generation: This is looking at a question on a topic and working out an answer 
or a solution first.  You then go back and look at the model answer and check 
what you have included and what is not there (this may be because you know 
more or what you noted down does not really answer the question).  Common 
sense suggests that a quick think about how you would answer it and then going 
straight on to the answer is quicker and better but research shows that the effort 
of noting your answer and then checking and working out what you have included 
and what you have missed is much more effective in terms of remembering and 
mastering what you need to know.
Reflection: This is what you are required to do each night by your school 
homework diary!  Every night spend some time looking through and thinking 
about work that you did in class during the day.  Ask yourself ‘What do I know this 
evening about e.g. biology – living things that I did not know this morning?  How 
does it link up with what I already knew?  If I am unsure about something e.g. a 
maths calculation, an irregular French verb, can I check it out on the web?’  
Could you put it into a spider diagram?  On an index card?
Calibration: This is checking how much you know and don’t know.  You can do 
this using your notebooks, exam revision books and revision cards by read–cover–
write–check as above or by going over quiz sheets that you have done in class.
Mnemonics: At their simplest these are sentences to help 
remember facts e.g. ‘Richard of York gave battle in vain’, 
for the colours of the spectrum – red, orange, yellow, green, 
blue, indigo, violet.  Your teachers may suggest these in the 
course of lessons or you can work out your own.
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