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1. Aims 

 
This policy aims to ensure that: 

1) Suitable education is arranged for students on roll who cannot attend school due 
to health needs 

2) Students, staff and parents/carers understand what the school is responsible for 
when this education is being provided by the local authority. 
 
 

2. Legislation and guidance 
 

Section 19 of the Education Act 1996 provides that – each local education authority 
shall make arrangements for the provision of suitable education at school or 
otherwise than at school for those children of compulsory school age who, by reason 
of illness, exclusion from school or otherwise, may not for any period receive 
suitable education unless such arrangements are made for them.  

This policy also takes into account: DfE publication: ‘Ensuring a good education for 
children who cannot attend school because of health needs’ Statutory guidance for 
local authorities January 2013.  It also takes into account:  Access to Education for 
Children and Young People with Medical Needs – DFES 0732/2001  
 
 

3.  Duties of Walsall LA 

 
Aldridge School understand that the LA must arrange suitable full-time education for 
children of compulsory school age who, because of illness, would not receive suitable 
education without such provision 
Aldridge School recognises our duty to support the LA in doing so.  
 

The LA should: 
 • Provide such education as soon as it is clear that a student will be away from 

school for 15 days or more, whether consecutive or cumulative. They should liaise 
with the appropriate medical professionals to ensure minimal delay in arranging 
appropriate provision for the student.  
• Ensure the education students receive is of good quality, allows them to take 
appropriate qualifications, prevents them from falling behind their peers in school, 

and allows them to reintegrate successfully back into school as soon as possible.  
• Address the needs of individual students in arranging provision.  

• Have a named officer responsible for the education of children with additional 
health needs and ensure parents/carers know who this is.  
• Have a written, publicly accessible policy statement on their arrangements to 

comply with their legal duty towards children with additional health needs.  
• Review the provision offered regularly to ensure that it continues to be appropriate 

for the child and that it is providing suitable education.  
• Give clear policies on the provision of education for children and young people 

under and over compulsory school age.  
 
 
The LA should not:  

• Have processes or policies in place which prevent a student from getting the right 

type of provision and a good education.  
• Withhold or reduce the provision, or type of provision, for a student because of 
how much it will cost.  



• Have policies based upon the percentage of time a student is able to attend school 
rather than whether the student is receiving a suitable education during that 
attendance.  

• Have lists of health conditions which dictate whether or not they will arrange 

education for students or inflexible policies which result in students going without 
suitable full-time education (or as much education as their health condition allows 
them to participate in). 
 
 

4. Definitions  

 
Students who are unable to attend school as a result of their medical needs may 
include those with:  
• Physical health issues.  

• Physical injuries.  
• Mental health problems, including anxiety issues.  

• Emotional difficulties or school refusal.  

• Progressive conditions.  

• Terminal illnesses.  
• Chronic illnesses.  

 
Students who are unable to attend mainstream education for health reasons may 
attend any of the following:  
• Hospital school: a special school within a hospital setting where education is 

provided to give continuity whilst the student is receiving treatment.  
• Home tuition: many LAs have home tuition services that act as a communication 

channel between schools and students on occasions where students are too ill to 
attend school and are receiving specialist medical treatment.  
• Medical PRUs: these are LA establishments that provide education for students 
unable to attend their registered school due to their medical needs. (Shepwell 

Centre). 
 
 

5.  Parental/carer responsibilities: 
 
Unexpected absence due to illness: 

•  Parents/carers must notify the school on the first day of an unplanned absence – 

for example, if their child is unable to attend due to ill health – by 8.30am or as 
soon as practically possible. 
• Absence due to illness will be authorised unless the school has a genuine concern 

about the authenticity of the illness.  If the authenticity of the illness is in doubt, the 
school may ask parents/carers to provide medical evidence, such as a doctor’s note, 
prescription, appointment card or other appropriate form of evidence.  If the school 

is not satisfied about the authenticity of the illness, the absence will be recorded as 

unauthorised and parents will be notified of this in advance. 
• If a student who is ill is capable of doing some school work then in the first 
instance this should be Revise, Review and Recap of previous learning and the 
production/revision of learning support cards.  
• If a student is likely to be ill for an extended period of time (but not exceeding 15 
days), then parents/carers must inform the appropriate House Office at the earliest 

possible opportunity to allow appropriate and bespoke support in place. 
 
Absence that lasts beyond 15 days as a result of illness and known absence 
beyond 15 days as a result of illness: 



• Parents /carers must notify the school as soon as possible if they know their child 
is likely to miss school for more than 15 school days as soon as possible. 
• It would be helpful if Parents /carers could attend a meeting with the appropriate 
Head of House to discuss their child’s absence and the processes contained within 

this policy. 
 

 
 

6. School responsibilities: 
 

Unexpected absence due to illness: 
Once of notified and an unplanned absence due to illness the school will follow its 

procedures in relation to the recording of such an absence on the school register. 
Initially, the school will attempt to make arrangements to deliver suitable education 
for students with health needs who cannot attend school. 
• If a student who is ill is capable of doing some school work then in the first 
instance this should be Revise, Review and Recap of previous learning and the 

production/revision of learning support cards.  
• If a student illness continues beyond a single day the school will make available a 
work pack (available for parents/carers to collect from reception) for students to 
continue their learning.  Parents / carers should return this pack to the appropriate 
Head of House for monitoring. 
 
Absence that lasts beyond 15 days as a result of illness and known absence 

beyond 15 days as a result of illness: 
• If a student absence is likely to be prolonged (but not expected to exceed 15 days) 
the parents / carers must notify the school at the earliest opportunity.  The 
appropriate Head of House will then arrange for bespoke work from the students 
teachers to be set.  Paarents / carers will be given a date and time when this work 
can be collected from reception.  Once work is completed it should be returned to 

the appropriate Head of House for monitoring and further work to be set. 
 
 
 
Absence that lasts beyond 15 days as a result of illness and known absence 

beyond 15 days as a result of illness: 
• Once 15 days have elapsed the provision of a suitable education Walsall Local 

Authority will become responsible for arranging suitable education for the student. 
• The appropriate Head of House, in consultation with parents / carers will make 

contact with the local authority.  
 
Once the LA is providing education the school willthe school will: 

• Work constructively with the local authority, providers, relevant agencies and 
parents/carers to ensure the best outcomes for the student. 

• Share information with the local authority and relevant health services as required 
• Help make sure that the provision offered to the student is as effective as possible 
and that the child can be reintegrated back into school successfully 
 
When reintegration is anticipated, work with the local authority to: 
• Plan for consistent provision during and after the period of education outside the 

school, allowing the student to access the same curriculum and materials that they 
would have used in school as far as possible 
• Enable the student to stay in touch with school life (e.g. through newsletters, 
emails, invitations to school events or internet links to lessons from their school) 



• Create individually tailored reintegration plans for each student returning to school 
• Consider whether any reasonable adjustments need to be made 
 
 

7.  Medical or dental appointments 
Missing registration for a medical or dental appointment is counted as an authorised 
absence; advance notice is required for authorising these absences. 
However, we encourage parents/carers to make medical and dental appointments 
out of school hours where possible. Where this is not possible, the student should be 
out of school for the minimum amount of time necessary. 

Parents/carers should notify the appropriate House Office of any medical 
appointments as soon as possible. 

Applications for other types of absence in term time must also be made in advance. 
Information relating to whether the school can authorise such absences can be 
found in section 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 


